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Tourism is fundamentally an expression of leisure (Mieczkowski, 1981).  This implies that tourism holds the promise of delivering the benefits that leisure enshrines. For this reason tourism, like leisure, has always been justified as a right and need of all. Providing for this ‘right to leisure’, for transient masses, has proved to be a lucrative venture for enterprises, as they incrementally create the ‘demand’ for holidaymaking today than ever before.

Krippendorf (1987) observes that although leisure seekers are on the move in hordes, they are scarcely gratified with their experience. This is so because the industry has seized control of our leisure and directs people even in their leisure pursuits (Franklin and Crang, 2001). Moreover, as leisure mobility intensifies, leisure landscapes become increasingly annexed to, and confiscated by, the ever expanding tourism system that imposes its dictates on people’s leisure and recreation.  Hence, instead of delivering people through tourism, it seems as though the commercial provisioning of leisure has not merely captivated the values of the present generation, but also victimized their leisurescapes.  

Presently, the tourism industry is projected to grow at an exponential rate. This growth rate implies an equally accelerated growth in revenues. Such a growth rate can be realized only if enterprises continue to seek out new pastures, in terms of markets and destinations. In this frenzied ‘search and consume’ syndrome, the tourism system breeds and sustains itself today. The question here is: what needs to be sustained? If tourism carries the seeds of its own destruction, then it must also carry seeds of its perpetuation.  Also, if leisure has been phased out by the modern tourism system, then it is leisure that needs to be appropriately juxtapositioned within the system for its sustenance (Broadhurst, 2001). 

Sustainable tourism has been engaging the attention of tourism scholars in recent times. In overly simple terms, this concept refers to practicing tourism with responsibility and accountability. It calls upon all concerned partakers; namely, tourists, governments, communities and businesses, to perform their obligations towards people and habitats. This does not require these stakeholders to dispossess themselves in anyway. On the contrary, it is expected that all participants have an opportunity to work towards the common goal of sustaining leisure and leisurescapes for all the values they hold.
