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New PhD Program
The Department of Child and Youth 
Studies welcomes the first cohort into 
its new PhD program this September. 
Being unique in Canada, this doctoral 
program will explore children and youth 
studies from multi- and transdisciplinary  
perspectives.  

Congratulations!
We celebrated our first graduates from the Master’s program in Sustainability 
Science and Society (SSAS) during Spring Convocation last June. The program 
responds to environmentally related challenges and is aligned with the emerging 
transdisciplinary approach of sustainability science. 
SSAS aims to facilitate society’s transition towards sustainability by offering 
high-quality graduate education, enriching research and applied experiences 
(such as a co-op) and engagement in problem solving through innovative  
pedagogy. Visit brocku.ca/social-sciences for more information on the program. 

Brock Psychology Researchers 
Third in Canada
A recent study ranks Brock University’s 
developmental psychology researchers 
among the most productive and most 
frequently cited in Canada. A previous 
study of Canadian psychology  
departments recognized Brock as being 
one of the top 10 most productive  
departments in Canada. New research 
(2009 to 2013) focused on the  
developmental psychology stream 
shows Brock ranking third in Canada.

New Department
The Department of Geography and the 
Department of Tourism Management 
have recently combined to form the 
Department of Geography and  
Tourism Studies, something that is 
unique to Brock University. This merger 
will provide more exciting opportunities 
for students to study places, spaces and 
environments and the act of traveling to 
these places, spaces and environments.
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Message from the Dean
The beginning of the fall term for the 2016-17 academic year 
is a good time to reflect on some of the previous year’s many  
accomplishments, to welcome new colleagues and bid best 
wishes to those who have left us. 

The Faculty of Social Sciences is the largest faculty at Brock  
University, with nine departments, three centres and numerous 
undergraduate, graduate and collaborative programs. In 2015-
16, 31 percent of all undergraduate course enrolments and 
28 percent of all majors were in one of our diverse programs.  
As demonstrated in this inaugural issue of The FOSS Review,  
our faculty and students are engaged in a rich array of research 
that crosses many disciplines and fields. 

This publication will highlight the various research projects, 
successes and community engagement initiatives our faculty  
members and students undergo throughout the year.  
The FOSS Review will be published biannually and will provide  
an inside look at what is happening within the Faculty of  
Social Sciences at Brock University. In this issue, we are  
especially honoured to celebrate Anne Sutherland Boal, our 
2016 Distinguished Alumna, who exemplifies the commitments 
and contributions made by so many of our graduates. 

On behalf of the Faculty of Social Sciences, we hope you enjoy 
this issue of The FOSS Review.  

Thomas Dunk 
Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences
Brock University
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Priscilla Burnham Riosa, Assistant Professor, Centre for Applied Disability Studies
Limited Term Appointment

Katerina Deliovsky, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology  
Tenure-Stream 

Anthony Kinik, Assistant Professor, Department of Communications,  
Popular Culture and Film
Tenure-Stream

Danielle S. Molnar, Assistant Professor, Department of Child and Youth Studies 
Tenure-Stream

Welcome new faculty members

Thank you and congratulations  
to the following faculty and  
staff on their recent retirement 
Jeannette Sloniowski, 
Associate Professor, 
Department of Communications,  
Popular Culture and Film

Leona Volterman, 
Administrative Assistant, 
Department of Applied Linguistics

First Ever World Forum  
on Ecosystem Governance
Liette Vasseur of the Environmental Sustainability Research Centre and Master 
of Sustainability student Christine Janzen traveled to China for the first-ever 
World Forum on Ecosystem Governance. The forum brought together experts 
and leaders from around the globe to come up with ways to respond to  
ecosystem threats. Vasseur holds a UNESCO Chair in Sustainability and is a  
program leader for the United Nations’ 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The SDGs target to reduce poverty and increase access to health care, 
food, education, employment, energy and many other basics by 2030. 

Students Fundraise for Refugees 
Students from Political Science and 
Economics held a fundraising walk to 
raise money and awareness for Syrian 
refugees as part of a UNICEF Brock 
campaign. Patrick Foster, Jad Nasser and 
Nigeria Goli Emiko Murphy walked more 
than 100 kilometres starting at the foot 
of Schmon Tower at Brock University  
to Nathan Phillips Square in Toronto,  
where they met with officials from 
UNICEF Canada. 

Brock Grad Wins Amazing Race
Gino Montani, a Brock University  
graduate in Geography and his  
brother were victors on the Amazing 
Race Canada. The race was 48,000  
kilometres for a prize of $250,000  
along with many other rewards. 

Community  
Engagement

Badgers vs. Bullying
Tony Volk, Associate Professor,  
Department of Child and Youth Studies 
addressed 800 local elementary school 
students on the issue of bullying at the 
inaugural Badgers vs. Bullying event. 
“Bullying happens when the bully has 
power over the target. You have the 
power as a bully, target or bystander to 
step up. Think about how you can help 
yourself and each other.”
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Welcome new staff members
Barbara Alexander, Administrative Assistant, Department of Applied Linguistics
Previously from the Department of Tourism Management 

Michelle Benson, Assistant to the Associate Deans, Office of the Dean

Kate Book, Interim Communications and Administrative Officer, Office of the Dean

Samantha Morris, Academic Advisor and Communications Coordinator, 
Department of Geography and Tourism Studies 

24,055
Undergraduate  
Course Enrollments
in 2015-2016

Liette Vasseur

Tony Volk

Jad Nasser and Patrick Foster



Restoring Land and Mind
New research shows walking in nature has positive impacts on mood and physical  
health and encourages a feeling of connectedness to nature. Brock University’s  
Department of Psychology, Environmental Sustainability Research Centre and the  
Centre for Neuroscience discovered that walking through naturalized landfills  
improves mood, increases energy and attentional control and decreases stress. 

Women Paid Less in Ontario’s Retail Sector
A study on the gender wage gap in retail composed by Labour Studies professor  
Kendra Coulter reveals that women are being paid less than men in every occupational 
category within Ontario’s retail sector. Key findings include: 

• Majority of retail workers who are paid $12 or less are women (65%)

• Male cashiers who are 55+ earn 32% more than women in the same category 

• There are more full-time employed male salespeople (59%) than there are  
female salespeople (38%) 

• 43% of those surveyed felt that working hours are unfairly distributed,  
determined by favouritism and nepotism, with 45% saying that work tasks  
are unfairly distributed.

Judging Normaility and Attractiveness 
Psychology professor Catherine Mondloch and her research team explored how we define  
a “normal” and “attractive” face in their study “Judging Normality and Attractiveness in  
Faces: Direct Evidence of a More Refined Representation for Own-Race, Young Adult Faces.” 
Research has shown that we are less able to recognize other-race faces and older faces and 
our race and age influences our judgment of facial attractiveness. “Many people have less  
exposure to, or experience with, people from other races and older adults, affecting their  
ability to form a mental image of a ‘normal’ face for these two groups,” says Mondloch.

Research 
Highlights

40% of Canadians have sleep disorders
Healthy sleep is vital for brain and body functioning, says Professor of Psychology  
and president of the Canadian Sleep Society, Kimberly Cote. “For instance, sleep 
strengthens the connections between the brain’s frontal regions, which are responsible 
for rational thinking, with another part of the brain called the ‘amygdala,’ which  
regulates emotions.” Other areas affected by lack of sleep include motor response time,  
attention, memory recall and immune system regulation. Cote says stress, anxiety  
and eating foods that cause indigestion close to bedtime can disrupt your sleep process. 
She notes that 40% of Canadians have sleep disorders and one in four Canadians report 
experiencing insomnia. Tip: Create a regular bedtime schedule and avoid consuming 
caffeine and looking at screens before bedtime. 

Animal Cruelty Investigators Work  
in Shocking Conditions
First-of-its-kind study of animal cruelty investigators and their work in Ontario  
reveals shocking working conditions. Labour Studies professor Kendra Coulter 
and Amy Fitzgerald, a criminologist at the University of Windsor, collected data 
from officers working with the Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals (OSPCA) and discovered the many obstacles and difficulties these 
officers face, including working alone without the supply of two-way radios and 
having to cover large geographical areas.
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Canadian Institutes of  
Health Research (CIHR) 
The Centre for Lifespan Development recieves $1.43 million for research on 
adolescent risk-taking behaviours over five years. Teena Willoughby, Centre for 
Lifespan Development co-director and team leader, says her multi-disciplinary 
team of researchers will be pooling their expertise to examine how adolescents’ 
brain activity, genetics, endocrine status, physical fitness, personality and  
environmental factors interact to influence behaviours that pose health risks. 

Institutional Awards
Chancellor's Chair for Teaching  
Excellence: Shauna Pomerantz and 
Dawn Zinga, Child and Youth Studies

Brock Award for Distinguished  
Teaching:  Tanya Martini, Psychology

Distinguished Research and Creative 
Activity: Cathy Mondloch, Psychology

Faculty Award for  
Excellence in Teaching
Ivan Medovikov, Economics 

Ian Gordon Fellowship
Thomas Farrell, professor in the  
Department of Applied Linguistics,  
has been named the 2016 Ian Gordon 
Fellow by the University of Victoria in 
New Zealand for his work on reflective 
practice for language teachers.

Faculty
Successes
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Natural Sciences and Engineering  
Research Council (NSERC)
Geography professor Kevin Turner received the 2016 NSERC Discovery Grant  
to study the influence of climate-induced landscape changes on water and  
carbon balances in permafrost landscapes and received the Northern  
Research Supplement grant for his research, “Investigating the influence of  
climate-induced land cover change and permafrost slumping on water and  
carbon balance in Old Crow Flats, Yukon, Canada.”

Psychology professor Cheryl McCormick received the 2016 NSERC Discovery 
Grant and Discovery Accelerator Supplement grant for her research,  
“Adolescence: A sensitive period for shaping the adult social brain.”
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Thomas Dunk, Dean,
and Ivan Medovikov

Teena Willoughby Thomas Farrell

Old Crow Flats



Canadian Institutes of Health Research Awards 
Bradley Alcock, Psychology 
Caitlyn Gallant, Psychology 

Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council
Postgraduate Scholarship: Christine Salahub, Psychology (Doctoral)
Alexander Graham Bell Canada Graduate Scholarship: Kari Lustig, Psychology (Doctoral)

Outstanding Undergraduate Scholarship 

Lauren Serianni, a recent graduate from the Labour Studies program,  
received the Canadian Association for Work and Labour Studies award for  
outstanding undergraduate scholarship for her research into barriers women 
face in obtaining leadership roles in unions. This is the second year in a row  
that a Brock University student has received this national award. 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
Thalia Semplonius, Psychology (Doctoral)
Daniella Bendo, Child & Youth Studies (Master’s)
Megan Earle, Psychology (Master’s)
Katrien Ecclestone, Child & Youth Studies (Master’s)
Jeffrey Esteves, Applied Disability Studies (Master’s)
Melanie Grice, Child & Youth Studies (Master’s)
Taylor Heffer, Psychology (Master’s)
Katrina Krievins, Sustainability Science & Society (Master’s)
Tessa Mazachowsky, Psychology (Master’s)
James McBride, Social Justice and Equity Studies (Master’s)
Zoe Walters, Critical Sociology (Master’s)

Student
Successes

Alumna
Profile

Faculty of Social Sciences Distinguished Graduate 
Anne Sutherland Boal (BA ’75)
An innovative leader in Canadian health-care

A health-care professional with 40 years’ experience in progressively senior roles  
in Canada and China, Anne Sutherland Boal is the Chief Executive Officer of the  
Canadian Nurses Association, the national professional association representing 
over 139,000 nurses from every province and territory. 

Sutherland Boal’s penchant for aiming high started early in her career. In 1973,  
as a new surgical nurse, she relocated from Alberta to St. Catharines with a 
nursing diploma in hand and an appetite for higher education. Sutherland Boal 
was accepted into Brock University in 1975 and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
with Distinction with an emphasis in psychology. 

For Sutherland Boal, Brock was a meaningful experience. She appreciated the 
small class sizes, the community feeling and how faculty members were flexible 
in working with students to meet their individual needs. Moreover, her Arts  
degree provided opportunities to take courses in psychology, sociology, English 
and other disciplines, which she credits with recognizing the social and cultural 
bases of health and well-being and giving her new ways of thinking about her 
chosen discipline of nursing. The experience changed her career path. 

After graduation and further experience, she completed a Master’s Degree in 
Health Services Administration at the University of Alberta. At the British  
Columbia health ministry, where she was chief nurse executive and assistant 
deputy minister, she oversaw the implementation of the nurse practitioner role 
and the use of the baccalaureate degree as the entry-to-practice requirement 
for nurses. As the director of the Canadian Education Centre Network at the 
Canadian Embassy in Beijing, she helped organize annual recruitment fairs where 
Canadian colleges and universities spoke to students about studying in Canada. 

At CNA, where she began as Chief Operating Officer and three years later  
became CEO, one of the priorities is to advocate for a more robust range of 
home-care services for Canadians no matter where they live in Canada. As a 
registered nurse, working at the national professional association is a privilege 
and an honour for her. 

Her advice to students:
Accept invitations to participate in a project, committee or volunteer position, 
even if it may not seem directly related to your studies or future career.   
For Sutherland Boal, every time she said ‘yes’ to an opportunity, she gained far 
more than she imagined.

You can help us celebrate Anne at the Alumni Recognition Reception during Brock’s
Homecoming Weekend on Saturday, September 17 at 4 p.m. in the Scotiabank Atrium.
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Jack Miller Excellence 
in Research Awards
Megan Earle, MA in Psychology
Shawn Geniole, PhD in Psychology

Banting Postdoctoral  
Fellowships
Patrick Brouder, Geography
Rachel Epstein, Women’s and  
Gender Studies/Sociology

Lauren Serianni
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