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LAND  ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Brock University is situated on the traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe peoples,  
many of whom continue to live and work here today. This territory is covered by the Upper Canada Treaties  
and is within the land protected by the Dish with One Spoon Wampum agreement. 

Today this gathering place is home to many First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples and acknowledging reminds 
us that our great standard of living is directly related to the resources and friendship of Indigenous people.

ABOUT THE COVER

(From left to right) Simar Kaur Tur, Rita Jokhaji, Isabella Mohamed, Janelle Marshall, Cheyenne Mensah, 
Kelsea Davis, Samantha Macchiusi, and Fabian Backman, all students in the Department of Communication, 
Popular Culture and Film, gave their best pitches to a panel of industry judges at the annual Grant Dobson Case 
Competition in November 2019. The Grant Dobson Case Competition is held in conjunction with the Terry 
O’Malley Lecture in Marketing and Advertising each year.

This photo, and all others in the following pages showing large groups, were taken between September 2019 
and February 2020, prior to restrictions on in-person gatherings. 
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This year’s issue of The FOSS Review reflects a year without precedent. In September 
2019, we geared up for another exciting year of teaching, learning, research, and 
community outreach. Then, as our highly productive fall term wound down, news 
began to reach us about a novel virus causing lockdowns abroad. By March 2020, 
Brock University joined the rest of the province in closing all but the essential parts 
of our physical campus for the safety of our community. 

As you will see in the following pages, our impact through research and teaching was not 
diminished by the year’s extraordinary circumstances. Despite restrictions on in-person 
meetings, research ramped up to confront several key aspects of COVID-19 and the 
effects of the provincial shutdown. With funding from the Council for Research In 
Social Sciences (CRISS) and a special COVID-19 call for proposals through the Dean’s 
Discretionary Fund, we pursued of-the-moment research and transitioned teaching 
in a meaningful way to ensure the best possible experience for students. 

Throughout the sudden and almost wholesale transition of University operations 
to remote access, our students, staff, and faculty members have shown fellowship, 
creativity, and resilience. 

As we remain in the midst of the pandemic, and as we continue to grapple with how 
to make anti-racism, equity, and access to basic resources the new foundation of 
collapsed systems that urgently need rebuilding, now may not feel like an ideal time 
for celebration.

And yet, I encourage you to take a few quiet moments to remember how we as a 
Faculty have navigated the past twelve months—to take heart in our successes, to 
find inspiration in our clear-eyed and adaptive responses, and to feel emboldened by 
the strength of our community as we move forward.

Ingrid Makus, Dean 
Faculty of Social Sciences, Brock University
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Faculty  
updates 
2019-20

Welcome to FOSS!

5,695 students

5,206* undergraduate

489* graduate  

165 permanent 
faculty members

Departing faculty

Nick Baxter-Moore, Communication, Popular 
Culture and Film

Kathy Belicki, Psychology 

Charles Burton, Political Science 

June Corman, Sociology

Juris Dreifelds, Political Science

Carolyn Hafer, Psychology

David Love, Economics

Hedy McGarrell, Applied Linguistics

John Mitterer, Psychology

Catherine Jean Nash, Geography and Tourism 
Studies

Frances Owen, Child and Youth Studies

Linda Rose-Krasnor, Psychology

Sid Segalowitz, Psychology

Bohdan Szuchewycz, Communication, Popular 
Culture and Film

William Veloce, Economics 

Departing staff

Sheila Smith, Dean’s Office

Lesa Mansfield, Applied Disability Studies

Jane Deman, Communication, Popular Culture 
and Film

Karen Phillips, Economics

Alison Rothwell, Applied Disability Studies*headcount enrolments

New faculty 

Chelsea T. Jones, Child and Youth Studies

Duncan Koerber, Communication, Popular 
Culture and Film

Matthew Y. Kwan, Child and Youth Studies 

Liam Midzain-Gobin, Political Science

Gökbörü Sarp Tanyildiz, Sociology 

Teegawende H. Zeida, Economics

New Limited Term Appointments (faculty)

Kate Cassidy, Communication, Popular Culture 
and Film 

Joanne M. Heritz, Political Science 

Jordan House, Labour Studies

Sadie Lovett, Applied Disability Studies

Christina Peters, Applied Disability Studies

Heather L. Ramey, Child and Youth Studies 

New permanent and interim staff

Kim Hill, Administrative Assistant, Economics

Jeannie Mackintosh, Strategic Initiatives 
Coordinator, Dean’s Office

Carole Moss, Academic Advisor, Psychology

Nikki Roy, Financial Manager, Dean’s Office

Joseph Kushner of Economics 
was recognized as the longest 
continually serving employee 
in the history of the University, 
with fifty years of service. To 
mark the occasion, he made  
a $50,000 donation in support  
of student awards.
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Labour Studies celebrated 30 
years of teaching and research 
excellence with an event in 
September 2019. From its early 
roots through its growth into 
a Centre and then, in 2017, a 
Department, this small but 
mighty unit was the first in 

Canada to offer co-op in the 
field. This year, Larry Savage also 
became the President of the 
Canadian Association for Work 
and Labour Studies.

Above, from left to right, are Paul Gray, Larry 
Savage, Alison Braley-Rattai, Simon Black, and 
Department Chair Kendra Coulter.

In the Fall of 2019, the 
Environmental Sustainability 
Research Centre (ESRC) launched 
Introduction to Drones, a non-
credit certificate program for 
both students and community 
members. Drone use has grown 
popular in the environmental 
sustainability field because it 
allows researchers to access 
and monitor sites of interest 
without causing any unnessary 
disturbance to wildife and 
remote ecosystems.

Thirty years of Labour Studies

Opportunities for experiential education 
abound in the Faculty, offering students 
chances to apply their learning in fresh 
and often unexpected ways. This fall, 
for example, fourth-year and graduate 
students in Stefan Dolgert’s “Ancient 
Political Thought” course studied 
classic hip-hop albums in the context of 
touchstone texts and participated in a 
Kung Fu lesson. 
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Research  
highlights

Kevin Turner of Geography 
and Tourism Studies has been 
awarded the Fulbright Canada 
Research Chair in Arctic Studies 
at the University of Washington, 
to start in January, 2021. 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) 

SSHRC Insight Grants - PI

Tim Heinmiller, Political Science

Phillip Mackintosh, Geography 
and Tourism Studies

Cristina Santos, Communication, 
Popular Culture and Film

Ronald Thomson, Applied 
Linguistics 

Insight Development Grant

William Hall, Psychology

Amna Mirza, Child and Youth 
Studies

Partnership Grant

Andrea Doucet, Sociology

Faculty of Social Sciences 
Research Awards, 2020

Distinguished Researcher Award

Michael Pisaric, Geography and 
Tourism Studies

Untenured Researcher Award

Karen Louise Smith, 
Communication, Popular Culture 
and Film

Michael Pisaric (below) of Geography 
and Tourism Studies was received as a 
new Fellow at the Annual Dinner of the 
Royal Canadian Geographical Society and 
later recognized with the Michael Plyley 
Graduate Mentorship Award for outstanding 
mentorship of Master’s students. 
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Assistant Professor in Political 
Science Nicole Goodman was 
named Chancellor’s Chair for 
Research Excellence for 2019.

Angela Evans, Associate 
Professor in Psychology, is the 

Chancellor’s Chair for Research 
Excellence in 2020.

The Faculty’s own 
Council for Research 
in the Social Sciences 
(CRISS) Awards funded 

22 research projects

5  research-related  
events

“CRISS funding was crucial for my 
research on employment impacts of 
policies to reduce carbon emissions, 
enabling me to hire a graduate student 
as a research assistant. Together, we 
assembled a comprehensive data set 
on employment and carbon emissions 
at the firm-level in order to assess the 
impacts of the largest implemented 
international cap and trade system,  
the European Union Emissions  
Trading System.”

Marcel Oestrich,  
Associate Professor of Economics

2020 CRISS recipient

Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Council 
(NSERC)

Research Tools and Instruments 
Grant

Kimberly Cote, Psychology

Additional research grants

Nicole Luke of Applied Disability Studies received 
a VPR Canada Games grant for “Understanding 
the Impact of Participation in the Canada Games 
on Individual Ontario Athletes” through Brock’s 
Office of the Vice President, Research.

Shannon Moore of the Centre for Women’s and 
Gender Studies and the Department of Child and 
Youth Studies and co-investigators Karen Louise 
Smith, of Communication, Popular Culture and 
Film and Curtis Tye of Dramatic Arts were awarded  

a grant from Niagara Community Foundation  
to support their work with Start Me Up Niagara.

Charles Conteh of Political Science has been 
awarded an OMAFRA grant through the Ontario 
Agri-Food Research Initiative for a project entitled 
“Building Competitive Production Systems 
in Niagara and Ontario’s Agrifoods Sector: 
Accelerating the Adoption of Automation and 
Robotics Technology,” to be implemented through 
the Niagara Community Observatory. 
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Faculty  
recognition

Robyn Bourgeois of the Centre 
for Women and Gender Studies 
received the Accessibility 
and Inclusion Recognition 
Award, given annually at Brock 
University on the International 
Day of Persons with Disabilities.

Tim Murphy of Psychology, 
received the Don Ursino Award 
for the Teaching of Large Classes 
in December. 

Hevina Dashwood of Political Science 
became a three-time winner of the Ontario 
Undergraduate Student Alliance (OUSA) 
Teaching Excellence Award. The award 
is chosen annually by students at Brock. 
Dashwood previously received the award  
in 2012 and 2016.

Nick Baxter-Moore of 
Communication, Popular Culture 
and Film received the 2020 
Faculty of Social Sciences Award 
for Teaching Excellence.
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Maurice Feldman of Applied 
Disability Studies received the 
Hull-Roeher Award of Merit, 
the highest honour given by 
the Ontario Association on 
Developmental Disabilities 
(OADD), for outstanding 
contributions in education, 
humanitarianism, research, 
and service in developmental 
disabilities. 

In addition to 
authoring journal 
articles and specialized 
publications, several 
faculty members 
produced or 
contributed to books 
this year, including

Simon Black, Labour Studies

Alison Braley-Rattai, Labour 
Studies

Kendra Coulter, Labour Studies

Veena Dwivedi, Psychology

Hannah Dyer, Child and Youth 
Studies

Thomas Farrell, Applied 
Linguistics

David Fennell, Geography and 
Tourism Studies

Christopher Fullerton, 
Geography and Tourism Studies

Gordon Hodson, Psychology

Tamari Kitossa, Sociology 

Voula Marinos, Child and Youth 
Studies

Michael Pisaric, Geography and 
Tourism Studies

Michael Ripmeester, Geography 
and Tourism Studies

John Sorenson, Sociology

Livianna Tossutti, Political 
Science

Karen Campbell of Psychology 
was selected for the 2020 
Early Career Award by the 
Psychonomic Society, the 
primary international society  
for Cognitive Psychology.

Julia Baird of the Environmental 
Sustainability Research Centre 
was named the winner in the 
Academic category of the 
Water’s Next awards program, 
which honours the achievements 
of individuals and companies 
that successfully improve 
freshwater in Canada.
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Student 
success

Psychology student Madelyn 
Coote received a grant from 
the Research Training Program 
through Brock’s Office of 
the Vice-President, Research 
to study and analyze court 
transcripts of child witness 
testimony to determine whether 
the Canadian court system  
is using best practices for  
child witnesses. 

In September 2019, fourth-year 
student Parker Deabreu of 
Economics received the 2019-20 
Killam Fellowship from Brock 
University, offered in partnership 
with Fulbright Canada, to study 
environmental economics at the 
University of Maine.

Megan Earle (shown right with 
supervisor, Gordon Hodson) 
from the Psychology PhD 
program and Madeline Asaro 
(not shown) from Applied 
Disability Studies received  
Jack M. Miller Excellence in 
Research Awards. 

Our students continue 
to inspire us with their 
ambition and creativity. 
This year, a group of 
students from Political 
Science—Hope Tuff-
Berg, Kailene Jackson, 
Sandra Bedawed, and 
Nour Hage—teamed up 
to create CiviConnect, 
a registered non-profit 
dedicated to increasing 
civic engagement among 
their peers by hosting 
webinars, fundraisers, 
and other civic-minded 
outreach.
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Sixty-one students participated 
in the fifth annual Child and 
Youth Studies (CHYS) Academic 
Boot Camp this fall, which 
featured workshops on academic 
and life skills, academic advising 
tips, and panels of both students 
and faculty members sharing 
insights and advice based on 
their first-year undergraduate 
experiences.  

Faculty of Social Sciences Awards for Students

Student Research Awards

FOSS Student Research Awards were 
presented to 33 students from eleven 
departments.

Student Travel Awards

FOSS Student Travel Awards were 
presented to 13 students from six 
departments.

Graduate Student Writing Awards

Paper in a Graduate Course: Shauna 
Kingston, Child and Youth Studies 

Graduate Major Research Paper: James 
McBride, Social Justice and Equity 
Studies

MA Thesis: Stephanie Murray, 
Geography 

Four students in the Faculty  
of Social Sciences received 

Spirit of Brock Medals  
this year for their 

leadership, innovation,  
and deep commitment  

to social justice. 

Pictured together below are 
Sophie Hassanali (left) of 

Communication, Popular Culture 
and Film and Aniqah Zowmi 

(right) of the MA in Social Justice 
and Equity Studies, who received 
their awards at Fall Convocation 

in October 2019. 

Keely Grossman (below centre, 
with guide dog Izzy) of the MA in 
Social Justice and Equity Studies 
and Niveditha Sethumadhavan 

(below) of Communication, 
Popular Culture and Film and 

were honoured during the virtual 
Spring convocation. 

11
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Alumni 
success

As part of the thesis she completed as a 
student in the Sustainability Science and 
Society graduate program, Lyn Brown 
(MS ’19) created the Niagara Region 
Aquatic and Riparian Invasive Species 
Control Database to document invasive 
plant and animal species, which can 
out-compete local species and cause 
harm to ecosystems. The Database has 

since been linked to by the websites 
for the Canadian Council for Invasive 
Species, the Invasive Species Centre, the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
and the U.S. National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s Great 
Lakes Aquatic Nonindigenous Species 
Information System. 

Chip McCrimmon (BA ’18),  
a member of the Deninu K’ue 
First Nation, took part in the 
Next 36 program for select 
young entrepreneurs from  
across Canada. The Political 
Science graduate hopes to  
grow HeroHub, a company he 
created to connect interested 
individuals with charities and 
not-for-profit organizations.

Alexandrina Valova (BA ’08), 
who graduated from Political 
Science, received Brock’s 
Outstanding Young Alumni 
Award at Homecoming in 
September 2019. 

12
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Alumna  
profile

Angela Aiello (BA ’05), also known as 
Super Wine Girl, has been putting the 
“social” in the social sciences ever since she 
was an undergraduate studying Business 
Communication in the Department of 
Communication, Popular Culture and Film.

Now the wine expert, educator, innovator, 
and award-winning entrepreneur has sold 
her wildly successful venture, iYellow Wine 
Club, and is transforming her commitment 
to what she calls “the democratization of 
wine” by lifting up new voices and creating 
space in the industry for larger and more 
diverse communities of wine-lovers. 

Growing up in a family of entrepreneurs 
in Niagara, Aiello worked in several local 
wineries before moving to Toronto after 
graduation. Noticing that her social circle 
was difficult to expand in the city, she 
mobilized the skills she had developed 
during her studies to create iYellow Wine 
Club in 2006. She built up the social and 
educational group over the next decade to 
serve a community of over 50,000 members 
with a permanent home in The Wine Cave,  
a licensed venue for classes and events. 

Aiello has worked as a Host Educator at 
the LCBO, appeared in regular television 
segments on Steven & Chris, and published 
in Style at Home, Chloe, and Wine Enthusiast 
magazines. Carrying on the tradition of the 
Wine Institute classes she developed for her 
wine club, she is also an educator, producer 
and host of CHCH segments and an 
Educational Consultant for the Washington 
State Wine Commission. This fall, she hosts 
several virtual tastings through the LCBO — 
her latest tactic for demystifying wine.

Awards from Niagara Business Link 
Magazine, the Ontario Hostelry Institute, 
the Premium Independent Wineries of  
South Africa all attest to Aiello’s impact. 
CCOVI Brock University and the Wine 
Council of Ontario named her the 2017  
VQA Promoter of the Year in Journalism/
Media, and in 2019, the iYellow Wine Club 
received the George Brown College Industry 
Partner Award.

But for Aiello, the connections she made 
through the Wine Club were their own 
reward—for example, it was there that she 
first met Charlene Theodore, founder of the 
Black Women’s Wine Collective, for which 
she currently volunteers as Wine Director.

Aiello also serves as Director of Strategy & 
Development at Femmes du Vin, a Canadian 
non-profit devoted to opportunities for 
women in wine and hospitality. She entered 
the wine industry at a time when there were 
few young people and not a lot of women 
and says she remains profoundly grateful 
to the professional women who mentored 
her. She also credits her time at Brock with 
inspiring her commitment to teaching and 
mentorship. Today, as she works to change 
the face of the business she loves, Aiello 
makes a point of supporting newcomers as 
a way of showing gratitude to the women 
who stretched out their hands to her. 

“Through the Wine Club, I ended up meeting 
so many people with amazing voices, 
whether they be LGBTQ or BIPOC, and to 
me, bringing those voices out is incredibly 
important to the next phase of whatever I 
do,” says Aiello. “How do we amplify those 
voices at an industry level?”

Ultimately, Aiello looks forward to passing 
the mic to new voices and welcoming other 
“super wine girls” to industry conversations. 

“Angela is a terrific example of how using 
skills gained in a degree can turn into 
pursuing one’s passions for a rewarding 
career,” says Ingrid Makus, Dean of the 
Faculty of Social Sciences. “The Faculty is 
thrilled to recognize her as an outstanding 
graduate who inspires current students to 
find their own way to be successful and 
make a difference.”

For finding creative ways to apply the 
specific theories and skills she learned about 
in her degree in a socially conscious way and 
for blazing the trail to break down barriers in 
wine culture, the Faculty of Social Sciences 
is delighted to recognize Angela Aiello as our 
Distinguished Graduate for 2020.

Angela Aiello
(BA ’05)

2020 Faculty of Social 
Sciences Distinguished 
Graduate Award

13
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Events 
around 

Brock

A powerful REDress display and ensuing 
event on campus in February focused 
attention on the crisis of missing and 

murdered Indigenous women and girls. 
To that same end, Robyn Bourgeois of 

Women’s and Gender Studies created 
the Decolonial Reading Circle, a series 
of discussions about the final report of 
the National Inquiry into Missing and 

Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 
that took place throughout the year. 

The Environmental Sustainability 
Research Centre and World 
Wildlife Fund Canada launched 
the Partnership for Freshwater 
Resilience with a virtual panel 
discussion called “The Future of 
Freshwater” in June. Discussions 
were framed around a number  
of questions focused on fresh 
water resilience.

In November, the Centre for 
Women’s and Gender Studies 
hosted a panel on Climate Justice 
and Environmental Racism. 
Adrianne Lickers Xavier (left) 
of Queen’s University shared 
her work on food security at Six 
Nations. Ingrid Waldon (centre) of 
Dalhousie University spoke about 
her book and the documentary 
film, There’s Something in the 
Water. Charlotte Henay (right) 
from Women’s and Gender Studies 
spoke of the impact of Hurricane 
Dorian in the Bahamas.



15

Women in Leadership, a FOSS-
led, University-wide initiative, 

hosted four regular meetings and 
seven virtual sessions this year, 
bringing together women from 
across the University to discuss 
and learn more about an array  
of topics ranging from media 

savvy to volunteerism  
to anti-racism initiatives. 

Each year, the Faculty of 
Social Sciences recognizes the 
accomplishments of faculty, staff, 
and students at our Celebration 
of Excellence. Winners of student 
writing awards were among those 
celebrated at the January 2020 
event held in Pond Inlet, shown 
above with Associate Dean for 
Graduate Studies and Research, 
Dawn Zinga (far right).

The annual Niagara Social Justice Forum, hosted by the MA in Social Justice and 
Equity Studies (organizing committee pictured here), featured a day-long free  
and public program of activities such as concurrent workshops, performances,  
exhibits, and information tables. 

A free, public conference was organized 
around the launch of Dog’s Best Friend? 
Rethinking Canid-Human Relations,  
a volume co-edited by John Sorenson  
of Sociology. 

The Centre for Lifespan Development 
Research presented “Understanding 
Psychopathy: Personality, victim selection 
and prevention,” a free public talk by 
Angela Book of Psychology and Beth 
Visser of Lakehead University.
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In the  
community

In the fall, students engaged in an 
experiential education project to 
assess plastic waste on the shores 
of Lake Ontario as part of GEOG 
4P26 taught by Michael Pisaric of 
Geography and Tourism Studies. 
After a day of collection on Sunset 
Beach in St. Catharines, they found 
that in one sample alone, one 
square metre of the beach yielded 
665 individual pieces of plastic.

Faculty members and students 
participated in the local 

Climate Strike on September 
27, sometimes as part of their 

coursework. Fourth-year Political 
Science student Roch Provost 

(left) and fourth-year Sociology 
student Tyler Normandeau 

(right) were among the many who 
attended the demonstration in 

downtown St. Catharines.

Events of public interest are 
often held at the St. Catharines 
Public Library to ensure 
accessibility for the community.

 This fall, these included popular 
pre- and post- election panel 
discussions hosted by Political 
Science organized around the 
federal election and a book 
launch and panel discussion for 
Tamari Kitossa’s book, African 
Canadian Leadership. 

(From left to right) Stefan Dolgert, David Siegel (retired), and Livianna Tossutti of Political  
Science were joined by Tamari Kitossa of Sociology for the post-election panel.
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Pub

Following a petition inspired by 
the Black Lives Matter movement 
regarding the Watson Monument 
outside City Hall, Michael 
Ripmeester (left) of Geography 
and Tourism Studies and Russell 
Johnston (right) of Communication, 
Popular Culture and Film were 
invited to speak to St. Catharines City 
Council in July to provide context on 
a motion to remove the statue. 

The Niagara Adapts partnership was 
officially launched at a public event 
in November, after being announced 
last summer. Niagara Adapts sees 
the Environmental Sustainability 
Research Centre collaborating 
with seven Niagara municipalities 
to address how climate change is 
affecting the region.

In late 2019, Rebecca Raby  
and Christine Tardif-Williams 
of Child and Youth Studies,  
along with former graduate 
student Amber-Lee Varadi  
(MA ‘19), released a public  
report on a pilot program 
through Big Brothers Big Sisters 
and Strive Niagara that provides 
mentorship support to young 
student parents. The program 
pairs mentors recruited by Big 
Brothers Big Sisters with student 
parents who receive support 
from Strive Niagara for high 
school programming  
and childcare.

“Niagara’s Transportation and 
Logistics Sector: Becoming a 
Global Economic Lynchpin,” 
a new policy brief from the 
Niagara Community Observatory 
(NCO), was presented virtually 
by NCO Director Charles 
Conteh of Political Science this 
summer. The brief uses industry 
data provided in partnership with 
Niagara Economic Development 
to focus on trends, strengths, 
and challenges related to local 
transportation logistics.

17
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FOSS and 
COVID-19

In the transition to online course 
offerings partway through 
the winter term and then into 
the spring, faculty members 
showed incredible creativity 
and flexibility. A winter class in 
Communication, Popular Culture 
and Film managed to produce 
a journal of media criticism 
in spite of the abrupt shift to 
online learning, and an annual 
spring field course offered by 
Geography and Tourism Studies 
was successfully translated into 
a virtual experience by Michael 
Ripmeester.

Students of Anthony Kinik (above, 
centre) in Communication, Popular 
Culture and Film  produced an online 
journal in the midst of the pandemic.

16  FOSS COVID-19 Compliance scholarships awarded to sustain 
students whose research was put on hold due to  

the provincial shutdown

9  COVID Graduate Student Fellowships awarded

5  co-op students hired for the summer to create the  
FOSS Sakai Support team, offering CPI-trained support to faculty 

members transitioning to online course delivery 

Researchers across the Faculty mobilized 
to collect data in real time about the 
effects of the pandemic on everything 
from truth-telling to empathy to 
perfectionist tendencies. Early results 
of these timely studies began to appear 
late in the summer, gaining widespread 
media attention. Our experts also shared 
insights on policy. On June 11, Nicole 
Goodman of Political Science testiied 
before the Standing Committee on 

Procedure and House Affairs to explain 
how video voting presents a usable 
solution for regular, non-anonymous 
parliamentary votes. Kate Bezanson 
(below right) of Sociology and Associate 
Dean for Undergraduate Students, 
shown here appearing on the Hurly 
Burly podcast, worked with colleagues 
to develop a policy document related 
to childcare and economic recovery and 
spoke often in the media on the issue.
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In the last two weeks of 
summer, Julie Koudys of 
Applied Disability Studies, in 
partnership with Bethesda 
and Pyramid Educational 
Consultants, provided training 
to local families, graduate 
students, and professionals 
to enhance communication 
between children with 
neurodevelopmental disorders 
and their parents. The two-
week pilot session had been 
planned as an in-person event, 
but was transitioned to online in 
response to the pandemic. 

Krysten Spottiswood (BA ’13, MA ’18) 
of Pyramid Educational Consultants 
(bottom) gives a demonstration for 
participants Melissa Isaak of Bethesda 
(top left), Jeffrey Esteves (MA ’16), 
Research Assistant (top right), Julie 
Koudys (lower left),. and Alyssa Treszl, 
Research Assistant and current master’s 
student (lower right).

• COVID-19’s impact on international 
trade 

• challenging discrimination against 
Asian Canadians during the 
pandemic 

• the impact of COVID-19 on young 
dancers and their communities 

• the pandemic’s effects on service 
capacity and the well-being of 
service providers 

• graphic medicine and COVID-19

• the effects of the pandemic on 
research and collaboration with 
partner organizations

• the differential impact of the 
pandemic and its effects on 
racialized students at Brock 
University

• strategies for engaging incoming 
students in an online context, both 
socially and academically

• and many others.

The Niagara Community 
Observatory, led by Charles 
Conteh of Political Science, 
teamed with partners in Buffalo 
to form the Binational Prosperity 
Initiative. Their list of seven 
recommendations for a multi-
phased, region-specific process 
for reopening the Canada-
US border, closed due to the 
pandemic, was submitted to 
government officials in both 
countries.

31  Special Call: COVID-19 awards funded through the Dean’s 
Discretionary Fund, providing faculty members across  

FOSS with teaching and research support

The Dean’s Office created a Special 
Call for COVID-19-related projects 
through the Dean’s Discretionary Fund 
in response to the pressures of the 
restrictions enacted to slow the spread 
of the virus. Proposals ranged from 
pandemic-specific research projects to 
course support and adaptation to online 

delivery to technological measures for 
teaching and research. Proposals that 
involved the hiring of students were 
especially encouraged. Projects are 
budgeted for a minimum of $5,000 
and a maximum of $10,000, and will 
be completed by Dec. 31, 2020. Funded 
projects will examine diverse topics: 

19
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