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They also demonstrate our ongoing commitment to community 
involvement at the local, national, and international levels. For example, 
our newest Canada Research Chair, Karen Campbell in Psychology, recently 
presented a public seminar on aging well in Niagara. Rick Welland of 
Applied Linguistics was appointed to the provincial Health Care Standard 
Development Committee to improve accessibility standards in Ontario. 
And Maurice Feldman of Applied Disability Studies became the first 
behavioural analyst on Ontario’s Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)  
Clinical Expert Committee. 

At the international level, in a year marked by political upheaval, natural 
disasters, and ongoing debates around equity, accommodation, and 
the environment, our faculty, staff, and students continued to play a 
vital role in improving our understanding of and engagement with these 
contemporary issues.  

The personal and academic achievements of our students and graduates 
are a source of great pride. They show, time and again, that they leave our 
Faculty with awareness, understanding, passion, and the will to work for 
positive change. 

On behalf of the Faculty of Social Sciences, I would like to welcome our new 
colleagues, faculty and staff. I would also like to acknowledge our departed 
colleagues—we will miss your vital contributions to life in the Faculty. 

Ingrid Makus, Interim Dean 
Faculty of Social Sciences, Brock University

Take a look inside our 
annual Faculty of Social 
Sciences Review, where 
we highlight a few of our 
many accomplishments 
and events this year.

These highlights show  
how we celebrate diversity, 
innovation, and excellence  
in research, teaching,  
and service.



2

Faculty  
updates 
2016-17

Welcome!

Tenure-track faculty members
Priscilla Burnham-Riosa
     Applied Disability Studies 
Julie Koudys
     Applied Disability Studies
Liz Clarke
     Communication, Popular  
     Culture & Film
Dan Cui
Hannah Dyer
     Child & Youth Studies
Cornelius Christian
Andrew Dickens
     Economics
Alison Braley-Rattai
     Labour Studies
Nicole Goodman
     Political Science
Robin Bourgeois
     Women’s & Gender Studies

Permanent and interim staff
Darlene Berg
     Applied Disability Studies 
Mae Leong
     Applied Linguistics

Tom Dunk (far right), 
who became the Interim 
Vice President Academic 

and Provost in the fall, 
announced that he would not 

be returning to his position 
as Dean of Social Sciences 
once his term is complete. 
Interim Dean Ingrid Makus 
(right) organized a surprise 
reception to thank Tom for 

his many contributions to the 
Faculty of Social Sciences.

5022 students

4595 undergraduate

427 graduate

157 faculty
members

Ashley Do Nascimento 
Heather Witty
     Child & Youth Studies
Amanda Smits
     Environmental Sustainability  
      Research Centre 
Trish Finn
     Social Justice & Equity Studies 

Congratulations, with 
our deepest thanks!

Faculty and staff retirements
Lorraine Mook
John Sivell
     Applied LInguistics
Barry Grant
     Communication, Popular  
       Culture & Film
Zizimos Koustas
     Economics 
Luaine Hathaway
     Environmental Sustainability 
      Research Centre
Daryl Dagesse
     Geography and Tourism
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This July,  
the Centre for 

Disability Studies
 and the  

Centre for Labour 
Studies became 

departments within 
the Faculty.

The Environmental 
Sustainability Research 
Centre (ESRC) launched a 
new transdisiplinary minor in 
environmental sustainability 
in September, which is open 
to all students at Brock 
who have an interest in the 
social and environmental 
sciences of sustainability 
studies. The minor features 
new, dedicated online 
courses as well as course 
options from 15 departments 
across the university. 
ESRC has been home to 
the graduate program in 
Sustainability Science and 
Society since 2014. This first 
undergraduate offering from 
ESRC coincides with the 
centre’s fifth anniversary.

The Faculty mourned the loss 
of Steven Renzetti (right), 

professor of Economics and 
Associate Vice President 

Research (Humanities 
and Social Sciences). An 

internationally respected 
scholar of water resources 

and a wonderful colleague, 
he is deeply missed.
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https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/07/brock-launches-new-minor-in-environmental-sustainability/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/02/university-mourns-the-loss-of-steven-renzetti/


Research  
highlights

Wendee Kubik (right) of the 
Centre for Women’s and 

Gender Studies collaborated 
with former student Amber 

Fletcher to edit Women in 
Agriculture, one of many 

books authored and edited 
by faculty this year.

Graduate Writing Award winners were among the honorees at our 
annual Celebration of Excellence in January. Above, from left to right, are 
Bejamin Kwao (Geography), Diane Dupont (Associate Dean for Research 
and Graduate Studies), Kaitlin Gibson (Political Science), and Denyelle 
Huelleman (Geography), along with faculty members Hevina Dashwood 
(Political Science), Chris Fullerton (Geography), and Charles Conteh 
(Political Science). The Celebration of Excellence gave us a chance to 
honour the many student, faculty, and staff award winners across the 
Social Sciences. Please mark your calendars for January 25, 2018 and  
join us at our next celebration!
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https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/01/successes-in-social-sciences-celebrated/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/05/womens-role-in-farming-often-underestimated-brock-researcher/


Shauna Pomerantz (far left)
and Rebecca Raby (left) of 
Child and Youth Studies 
published Smart Girls: Success, 
School, and the Myth of Post-
Feminism. The culmination 
of six years of research, the 
book garnered attention from 
The Atlantic, Today’s Parent, 
and TVO’s The Agenda.

The Faculty’s own
Council for Research 
in the Social Sciences 

(CRISS) funded

20 research projects

8 research-related events

5 graduate students
travelling to conferences in 
Toronto, Texas, Edinburgh, 

Granada, and Antwerp

“I’m very grateful for this CRISS 
funding, so that I may continue 
my collaboration with Dr 
Ted Gibson at MIT (Brain and 
Cognitive Sciences).  In my lab, 
we use brain wave responses 
as a way of understanding how 
people comprehend sentences. 
The funds have been used to pay 
for Brock student participants 
in experiments, as well as Brock 
student research assistants.”

Veena Dwivedi, Psychology
2016 CRISS recipient

Julie Koudys (Applied Disabilities Studies) chairs the Ontario Scientific 
Expert Taskforce for the Treatment of ASD, which released a significant 
report this spring showing that applied behaviour analysis (ABA) 
interventions are the gold standard in autism care. According to Koudys, 
Ontario has a high concentrations of behaviour analysts, and believes 
somewhere around half of these analysts are Brock graduates. The Ontario 
Scientific Expert Taskforce also includes Kimberley Zonneveld (Applied 
Disability Studies) and Tricia Vause (Child and Youth Studies). Maurice 
Feldman (Applied Disability Studies) served as an external expert for the 
taskforce, and Brock students and graduates provided additional support.

Kevin Turner (left) of 
Geography and Tourism 
received funding from the 
Canada Foundation for 
Innovation John R. Evans 
Leaders Fund (JELF) to pursue 
his ongoing research into the 
effects of climate change in 
northern Canada.
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https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/03/brock-chaired-ontario-task-force-releases-report-evaluating-autism-interventions/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/08/researchers-tackling-allergies-and-climate-change-receive-cfi-funding/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/02/smart-girls-explores-challenges-faced-by-young-women/


Faculty  
success

The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) announced 
in September of 2016 that several of our researchers would receive funds to 
pursue their work.

Simon Black of Labour 
Studies co-wrote and  
co-produced It Takes A Riot,  
a documentary film about 
the Yonge Street uprising.  
The film was first screened  
in the spring, along with  
a discussion panel,  
and has been shown  
several times since.

Gary Libben (right) of 
Applied Linguistics and 

Psychology was awarded a 
SSHRC Partnership Grant 

to lead Words in the World, 
an international language 

project that partners 
more than 70 researchers, 
universities, organizations, 

and community groups.

Insight Development Grants
Veena Dwivedi Psychology
Blayne Haggart Political Science
Caitlin Mahy Psychology
Zachary Spicer Political Science
Elise Thorburn Sociology 

Insight Grants
Michael Busseri Psychology
Hevina Dashwood Political Science
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https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2016/09/sshrc-awards-2-5-million-for-brock-led-international-language-project/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2016/09/brock-researchers-receive-3-7-million-funding-from-federal-granting-agency-sshrc/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/05/brock-professor-releases-documentary-on-25th-anniversary-of-yonge-street-riot/


Robert Dimand (below)  
of Economics delivered the 
2017 Distinguished Research 
and Creative Activity Award 
Lecture after receiving 
the award at the Fall 2016 
convocation. His talk was 
entitled, “John Maynard 
Keynes and Global  
Economic Crisis.”

Ron Thomson (above)  
of Applied Linguistics was 
recognized by TESL Canada, 
the national federation of 
English language teachers, 
with the Honorary Life 
Member Award.

Marilyne Jollineau (below, 
with association president 
Dan Shrubsole) of Geography 
and Tourism was the 2017 
recipient of the Canadian 
Association of Geographers’ 
Award for Service to the 
Profession of Geography, 
in recognition of her many 
contributions to the field. 

Karen Campbell (right) of 
Pyschology holds a Canada 
Research Chair in Cognitive 

Neuroscience of Aging. 

Tim Murphy (left) of 
Psychology received the 
Faculty of Social Sciences 
Excellence in Teaching 
Award this year.
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https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/06/psychology-profs-simple-advice-to-graduates-be-a-good-person/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2016/12/brock-university-gains-two-new-canada-research-chairs-in-workplace-injury-aging/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/07/tesl-canada-honours-applied-linguistics-prof/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/03/distinguished-research-and-creative-activity-award-lecture-nearing/
https://brocku.ca/esrc/2017/05/31/marilyne-jollineau-recognised-with-award-for-service-to-the-profession-of-geography/


Student 
success

Kerrie Pickering (left) received 
the first-ever Sustainability 
Doctoral Scholarship via a 
partnership between Brock 
and the University of the 
Sunshine Coast (USC). 
Pickering will study climate 
change, jointly supervised by 
Ryan Plummer at Brock and 
USC’s Tristan Pearce.

Three FOSS graduate 
students competed in 
the Three-Minute Thesis 
Competition (3MT). Caitlyn 
Gallant (right) of Psychology 
took top prize with her talk, 
“Concussion: The Silent 
Injury.” She then represented 
Brock University at the 
provincial 3MT competition.

Alex Granja Jiminez (right), a 
first-year Business Economics 
Co-op student, was one of 
the first-ever recipients of 
the International Award for 
Possibilities scholarship. 
Granja Jimenez, from 
Ecuador, says his new 
program offers everything  
he is looking for. 
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https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2016/09/40885/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2016/11/sustainability-doctoral-scholarship-awarded-for-first-time-by-brock-and-university-of-the-sunshine-coast/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/03/concussion-research-claims-3mt-top-prize/


At June Convocation, Devon 
Ainslie (above left) of 
Communication, Popular 
Culture & Film and Joseph 
Robertson (above right) of 
Applied Disability Studies 
won Spirit of Brock medals. 
Shawn Geniole (Psychology) 
received the Jack M. Miller 
Excellence in Research Award. 
Aamir Khan (Applied Disability 
Studies), Lisa Hyun-Ji Lee 
Smith (Applied Linguistics), 
Corrie Aldhelm-White (Child 
& Youth Studies), Brooke Anne 
Pasco (Critical Sociology), 
Richard Epp (Geography), 
Aaron Service (Political 
Science), Christine Salahub 
and Meghan J. Weissflog 
(Psychology), Md Firoze 
Alam (Social Justice & Equity 
Studies), and Katrina Daina 
Krievins (Sustainability Science 
& Society) were Distinguished 
Graduate Students.

Kimberly Mularczyk, MA student in Child and Youth Studies, works with 
Promoting Relationships and Eliminating Violence Network (PREVNet) to 

stop bullying and promote healthy relationships for children and youth. 
This year, she helped the Family Channel develop resources and bullying 
prevention tips for parents, teachers, and students. She also represented 

PREVNet in the Family Channel’s 14th annual ‘Stand UP!’ Bullying 
Awareness Week campaign, joining actors from TV’s The Next Step. 

Kimberly is shown below (centre) with actors  
Colin Petierre and Julia Tomasone at the ‘Stand UP!’ rally in Vancouver.
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https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/06/passions-lead-brock-students-on-path-to-success/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2016/11/brock-grad-student-chosen-for-national-stand-up-campaign-against-bullying/


Tayler Book (BA ’14) brings 
joy to the doughnut lovers 
of Niagara as co-owner of 
Beechwood Doughnuts, 
specializing in gourmet 
vegan treats. She infuses her 
business with a passion for 
the social justice she studied, 
supporting local charities and 
the community.

Adrian Thiessen (BA ’09) 
started his production 
company, Fourgrounds 
Media, while still completing 
his Film degree. The 
company’s feature film, Hotel 
Dieu, won several awards 
on the festival circuit before 
playing on screens across 
Niagara in the fall.

Jennifer Bonato (MA ’16,  
BA ’13) holds undergraduate 
and graduate degrees in 
Sociology. A long-time 
volunteer for the Niagara 
Region YWCA and a member 
of the Board of Directors 
since 2015, she became the 
president of the board for 
2016-17. 

Alumni 
success
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https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2016/10/brock-grad-on-a-path-to-social-change/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2016/11/award-winning-filmmaker-and-brock-grad-releases-first-feature-film-in-niagara/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/06/sweet-dreams-pay-off-for-brock-alumna/


Alumna  
profile

In the mid 1990s, Marcia Trudeau-Bomberry left her home and family in the 
First Nation community of Wikwemikong on Manitoulin Island to come to 
southern Ontario and study at Brock. Some twenty years later, she came  
south again, this time to become the Chief Executive Officer of the 2017  
North American Indigenous Games. 

In 2000, Marcia completed her bachelor’s degree with honours, focusing on 
communication studies and sociology. She credits her studies with helping 
her understand the role of media and communications in representations 
of Indigenous people in mainstream culture and society. The totality of her 
Brock experience helped her realize the unique place that Indigenous people 
hold. Like most successful students, Marcia’s interests were not limited 
to the classroom. She was involved with the Indigenous student group, 
recreational volleyball, and—after picking up a stick for the first time here on 
campus—playing varsity lacrosse with the Brock women’s team.

She says that her time at Brock helped her learn a lot about multiculturalism, 
not only in a Canadian context, but also in an Indigenous context, because 
the closest Indigenous community was largely Haudenosaunee and very 
different from the Anishinaabe language, culture, and customs she had 
grown up with.

Following her graduation, Marcia worked in communications and community 
development for the Aboriginal Sport Circle, and on projects such as the 
Aboriginal Sport Hero Torch Bearer program in partnership with the Olympic 
and Paralympic Winter Games in Vancouver in 2010. She also spent many 
years as a Director with the Aboriginal Sports and Wellness Council of 
Ontario, and has worked in several roles for the United Chiefs and Councils 
of Mnidoo Mnising. She earned an MBA from Athabasca University in 2015.

In July of 2017, Marcia was at the helm of the North American Indigenous 
Games in Toronto, bringing together 5000 teen athletes and 2000 
volunteers—including many Brock students—to compete in fourteen 
sports and to celebrate the diverse regions and cultures represented by the 
participants. One landmark moment at the Games of which Marcia and her 
varsity teammates can be especially proud was the introduction of women’s 
lacrosse as an event for the first time in the history of the Games.

But Marcia’s biggest takeaway was the incredible sense of community. She 
speaks proudly of the amazing experience, “a chance to see the unifying 
power of sport and culture and to see Indigenous youth from across Turtle 
Island/North America come together to compete, learn, share, and forge 
new friendships.”

Marcia Trudeau-
Bomberry  
(BA Hon ’00)
2017 Brock Alumni 
Association 
Distinguished 
Graduate for  
the Faculty of  
Social Sciences
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In the  
community

Charles Conteh (left), from 
the Department of Political 

Science, was named the new 
director of Brock’s Niagara 

Community Observatory 
(NCO), established in 

2009. Shortly after his 
appointment, he hosted a 
public presentation on the 

NCO’s brief, Downtown 
Revitalization in  

St. Catharines: Building  
the public space.

Dorothy Griffiths (above),  
professor of Child and Youth 

Studies and a member of  
the Order of Canada,  

swears in new Canadians in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake  

on July 1, 2017

Departments across the Social Sciences organized several community 
events on a wide range of timely and relevant issues. Panel discussions, 
symposia, and public lectures hosted by Political Science, Communication, 
Popular Culture and Film, Labour Studies, Sociology, and Women’s and 
Gender Studies covered issues ranging from Donald Trump to data privacy, 
from the Black Lives Matter movement to women in prisons. These public 
presentations offer people outside the Faculty and the university a closer 
look at what we study and teach.

12

https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2016/09/charles-conteh-named-director-of-brocks-niagara-community-observatory/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/07/brock-prof-spent-canada-day-swearing-in-new-citizens/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/03/panel-discussion-to-focus-on-data-privacy-and-how-to-protect-your-information/
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2017/02/black-history-month-at-brock-wraps-up-with-black-lives-matter-discussion/
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