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Meta at a Global Scale

• Key governance 
concerns
⚬ Misinformation & 

disinformation
⚬ Democratic disruption
⚬ Polarization
⚬ Freedom of Expression 

Concerns
⚬ Privacy & surveillance 

risks

The Governance 
Challenge



• Multiple partially overlapping institutions 
• Governance actors such as:
⚬ Private platform governance
⚬ Domestic & Regional regulation
⚬ International norms / human rights law
⚬ Multistakeholder initiatives / technical standards bodies

• Key debates:
⚬ Multilateralism vs multistakeholderism
⚬ Voluntary ethics / self-regulation vs binding law
⚬ Human rights frameworks vs corporate ethics
⚬ Democratic legitimacy 

Platform Governance 
as a Regime Complex



The European Union: First 
Major Regulatory Model

Brussels Effect First Mover 
Advantage 

GDPR (2018)
DSA (2022)



Limits to the 
Brussels Effect

• Uneven influence

• Geopolitical 
divergence 

• Case Examples:
⚬ Brazil
⚬ U.S.
⚬ China



The UN Global Digital 
Compact 

⚬ Multistakeholder 
approach

⚬ Normative framework
⚬ Limited enforcement 

capacity



To what extent does the UN Global 
Digital Compact reinforce, adapt, 
or diverge from existing regional 
regulatory models like the EU’s 
digital governance framework?

What now? 
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