




The Importance of Discretion in Police Work 
and Its Impact on Public Engagement

● Police discretion is central to their role, guiding decisions based on situational circumstances

● Officers can choose formal actions (arrests, citations) or informal resolutions (warnings, referrals) at their 

discretion

● Around 48–50% of officers agreed BWCs limit discretion, while 29–45% disagreed (Newell & Greidanus (2018)

● Toronto pilot: BWCs → more arrests, fewer Provincial Offences Act warnings

● Study findings (Braga et al., 2018):

● 5.2% more arrests

● 6.8% more citations

● 471 additional arrest reports

● 1,125 additional call events with citations

● Officers with BWCs may reduce discretionary warnings and increase punitive police-community encounters









Thank you!
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