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Jargon
• Quantification and datafication

Ø  Representing and analyzing information with numerical data.
• Data doubles

Ø  Someone’s bureaucratic record.
• Abolition and abolitionism

Ø  Policy position seeking to dismantle a practice and/or institution.
• Border violence

Ø  Coercive measures taken to enforce immigration and citizenship laws.
• Performance audit

Ø  An audit measuring whether an organization is implementing a policy in 
the most efficient manner possible. Also called ‘Value for Money’ audits.



Acronyms and abbreviations
• OAG: Office of the Auditor General of Canada
• CBSA: Canada Border Services Agency
• IRB: Immigration Refugee Board of Canada
• IRCC: Department of Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship Canada

• IRPA: Immigration and Refugee Protection Act
• UNHCR: United Nations High Commissioner on Refugees



Migrant detention in Canada
• Provinces ending contracts with CBSA:

ØAlberta
ØBritish Columbia
ØManitoba
ØNew Brunswick
ØNova Scotia
ØOntario
ØQuebec
ØSaskatchewan

• Still in Parliamentary Committee:
ØBill C-20: An Act establishing the Public Complaints and Review  

Commission and amending certain Acts and statutory 
instruments

• CBSA use of algorithmic and big data software?



Abuse of migrant detainees



What data?

Source:



What do we know?

“These “detention snapshots” 
reflect only the number of 
individuals detained on the day on 
which the report is generated. They 
do not provide details regarding the 
length of detention, basis for 
original detention decision, age, 
gender, nationality or stateless 
status, etc. Some regions have 
provided more detailed statistics, 
although not on a systematic basis.”



What do we know?

2012: “The reporting problems are 
compounded by the absence of co-
ordination and uniform standards 
for the compilation of detention 
data generated from all regions of 
operations”



Limits of audits to deliver accountability
• 2003 Ch. 5 – Immigration Enforcement
• 2007 Ch. 7 – Detention and Removal of 

Individuals
• 2009 Ch. 2 – Selecting Foreign Workers 

Under the Immigration Program
• 2011 Ch. 2 – Issuing Visas
• 2016 Report 2 – Detecting and 

Preventing Fraud in the Citizenship 
Program

• 2019 Report 2 – Processing of Asylum 
Claims

• 2020 Spring – Immigration Removals



Laundering non-data
-Sample of 15,300 cases

-16 enforceable orders that went unenforced

-500 deportations orders that lacked evidence

-7100 files lacked proof to justify detention



Refocusing on data production
• Data doubles are physical bodies reproduced as digital 

objects that can be then “scrutinised and targeted for 
intervention” - Haggerty and Ericson (2003) The surveillant 
assemblage

• Datafication “brings data doubles to circulation” as 
individuals become “traceable and sortable objects” of 
state intervention” - Pollozek and Passoth (2019) 
Infrastructuring border control

• Datafication “allows for the creation of detailed profiles 
of persons, which can be treated as their doubles” -
Nedelcu and Soysüren (2022) The empowerment-control nexus



Thank you for joining me!
Twitter: @SashaSkaidra


