
 

 

 

Course Number: POLI 2P32 

Term: Winter 2022 

Course Title: Introduction to Comparative Politics II: Society and Policy Issues   

 
Professor:      Dr. Pascal Lupien 

Email:  plupien@brocku.ca 

Office Location:         Plaza 352  

Office Hours:             Mondays 11:00 AM-12:00 PM, or online by appointment 
 

TA:        Dr. Jason Sykes 

Email: jsykes@brocku.ca 
 

 
Lecture 

Fridays 9:00-11:00  

Room: WH209 

 

Seminars 

Sem 1: Tuesdays 11:00-12:00 

Room: MCA323 

 

Sem 2: Mondays 13:00-14:00 

Room: TH315 

 
 

This course engages with major themes and approaches in the study of comparative politics 

with a focus on power, policy, and key contemporary sociopolitical issues. It treats 

comparative politics both as a subject within political science and as a methodological 

approach. Accordingly, we will be systematically comparing the politics of different countries 

around the world, as well as the institutional, structural, societal and cultural forces that shape 

them. Topics will include power, ideologies, identity and political culture, media and framing, 

civil society and social movements, poverty and inequality, migration politics, environmental 

governance, race and gender, and the politics of health. POLI 2P31 is strongly recommended. 

 

Course format: 2P32 is designated as an in-person course. However, Brock has mandated 

that the first few weeks of the Winter 2022 semester will take place online due to the evolving 

pandemic situation. The lecture and seminars will take place over Zoom for as long as we are 

online. Links will be available on Sakai. During the time we are online, we will have to do our 

best to create a dynamic learning environment through distance learning. This means that 

students are expected to turn on their cameras, particularly during seminars. For now, in 

person courses are expected to resume the week on January 31, although this could change 

and students will be advised accordingly. 
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Learning outcomes include: 

1. Developing knowledge of methodologies of comparative politics. 

2. Understanding important concepts and theoretical arguments in the subfield. 

3. Developing verbal and written skills in seminars and assignments. 

 

Text (available on reserve at the Library): J. Tyler Dickovick and Jonathan Eastwood, 

Comparative Politics: Integrating Theories, Methods, and Cases (New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2020). 

 

Opportunities to demonstrate learning: 

 

Opportunity Weight  Deadline 

Seminar participation 20% Every week 

Seminar presentation 10% Varies (see below) 

Comparative case study 15% Varies (see below) 

Research project 30% April 4 

Final Exam 25% TBD 

 

Participation (20%) 

The participation component of your grade is based primarily on the quality of your 

contributions to the weekly seminars beginning the week of January 17. You will generally be 

given a question or scenario each week to enhance your understanding of the material and to 

promote discussion. You are expected to complete each week’s required readings in advance 

and contribute actively to seminar activities. It is your responsibility to account for any 

absences, as unexplained absences will be taken into account in calculating the seminar 

participation grade. A quality contribution to the seminar discussion/activity entails: a) 

making thoughtful and relevant comments in the context of the discussion and the activity 

provided each week; b) demonstrating that you have done the readings (particularly the 

Seminar reading) by drawing on them to support your engagement in the activity; c) being 

courteous to your classmates and respectful of opposing viewpoints; d) not sitting quietly; and 

e) having your camera on when we are online. Feedback and a tentative grade will be 

provided to students by February 18. Note: Brock has mandated that the first few weeks of 

the semester will take place online. In order to support a dynamic learning environment, 

students are expected to have their cameras turned on. Active engagement cannot take 

place, and participation cannot be adequately assessed, when nobody can see each other. Once 

we return to in-person learning, to ensure the safety of everyone involved in the seminar, 

students who feel unwell should stay home and let their seminar leader know. 

 

Seminar Presentation (10%) 

Each student will deliver (or co-deliver depending on numbers) a presentation and an activity 

on one of the weekly seminar readings. Topics will be chosen in the first introductory 

seminar. Presentations (10 minutes max) will include a summary of the arguments made by 

the author(s) followed by an activity intended to encourage people to apply these ideas to a 

real-world political context. Your seminar leader will evaluate your presentation based on the 

content of the presentation, management of the activity, and style (for example, pace, volume, 
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time management, and so on). Students can either use the “possible activity” proposed for 

each week’s seminar (see under Seminar Schedule below) or they can come up with their 

own. If they choose to develop their own activity, students must consult their seminar leader, 

and they must email their activity to their seminar leader on the Friday before their seminar.  

 

Comparative case study (15%) 

In groups of 4 or 5, students will present a case study on a topic of interest during the weekly 

lecture. You can choose from the case studies cited in this lesson plan starting the week of 

February 18. The presentation should last approximately 15 minutes. It should be 

accompanied by a one-page handout that summarizes the key points of your comparison. The 

purpose of presenting case studies is to "bring to life" the topics we are studying. You should 

therefore familiarize yourself with the details of your case (context, actors involved, events, 

etc.) and take a critical look at them. More details will be provided in a separate document on 

Sakai.  

 

Research Project (30%) 

The research project will consist of comparing a topic/issue across two jurisdictions (countries 

or sub-national jurisdiction). Projects may be completed either individually or as part of a 

group of up to 4 students. Reports should be about 8-10 pages (double-spaced) in length. 

Students can choose any subject of interest, but the project must consist of an analytical 

treatment of a topic related to the material covered within the scope of the course.  

 

The report should contain the following:  

1. Research question being explored,  

2. A statement about the significance of the topic,  

3. A substantive topic to be examined (such as democracy, poverty and inequality, health 

care, women’s rights, Indigenous claims, crime, street gangs, corruption, etc.)  

4. An analysis of the debate (competing ideas) shaping the issue you have chosen to  

explore.  

 

The bibliography for the research paper should have at least 10 sources well referenced in the  

text. Half your sources must include academic journal articles or books. Web sources are  

encouraged but they must come from reputable and recognizable government or research 

websites. Your report must be submitted as a Microsoft Word document to the Research 

Project Dropbox in Sakai by 11:59 PM on April 4. 

 

Final Exam (25%) 

A final exam will be scheduled at the end of the course by the Registrar’s office. The exam 

will be based on weekly lectures, assigned readings, and seminar topics. You will be well 

prepared for the exam if you attend lectures and seminars and do the weekly readings 
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Lecture schedule 
 

January 14:  Introduction and Overview  

 

• Introduction and Overview of the Course  

• Politics and Comparative Politics 

 

 

January 21: Power 

 

• What is power, who has it, and how it is exercised? 

• Dimensions of power 

 

January 28: Policy and the Policymaking Process 

  

• Public policy 

• Power, decision-making and the policymaking process 

• Comparative case studies: the policymaking process in Canada, the U.S. and 

Mexico 

 

February 4: Political Ideologies 

 

• What is ideology?  

• The right and the left 

• Traditional ideologies: liberalism, conservatism, social democracy, socialism 

• Contemporary ideologies: environmentalism, feminism, post-colonialism 

 

February 11: Political Culture, Identity and Socialization  

 

• Collective identity and citizenship 

• Political culture 

• Socialization  

• Comparative case studies: Political culture in Canada, the U.S. and Mexico 

 

February 18: Framing, Public Opinion and the Media 

 

• Strategic framing and public opinion 

• Media: The Fourth Estate 

• Social Media  

• Comparative case studies: Ethical Oil vs. Dirty Oil in Alberta; “illegal” vs. 

undocumented immigrants in the UK 

 

 

February 25: Reading Week – No Class Scheduled 
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March 4: Civil Society and Social Movements 

 

• Civil society and politics 

• Social movements: what are they and why do they emerge? 

• Strategies and tactics 

• Comparative case studies: Black Lives Matter (U.S.), Landless Workers 

Movement (Brazil), Umbrella Movement (Hong Kong) 

 

March 11: Gender and Race 

 

• Gender and politics 

• Race and politics 

• Intersectionality  

• Symbolic vs. substantive representation 

• Comparative case studies: Gender representation in Norway, Rwanda, Bolivia 

 

March 18: Migration  

 

• Migration: political and social implications 

• Migration and immigration policy  

• Refugees and refugee policy 

• Comparative case studies: Immigration policy in Australia, Germany, and 

Argentina 

 

March 25: Poverty and Inequality 

 

• The politics of poverty and inequality 

• Comparative approaches to fighting poverty 

• Comparative case studies: Social welfare programs in Sweden, the U.S., Brazil 

 

April 1: Health Politics 

 

• Health care policy 

• Framing in health politics and political consequences 

• Heath politics during a pandemic  

• Case studies: COVID-19 policy responses in the U.S, New Zealand, Singapore 

 

April 8: Environmental Politics and Governance  

 

• Environmental challenges, North and South 

• Resource extraction and globalization 

• Environmental governance 

• Comparative case studies: Environmental policy in Alberta, Thailand, Brazil 
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Seminar Schedule 
 

Week of January 17, Introduction  

Students and their seminar leader will introduce themselves to each other.  This is your 

chance to ask questions about expectations and anything else about the course.  

 

Activity: In small groups, we will start thinking about the following questions: 

 

Who really holds power in our society?  

Do you believe you have power as a citizen? How much power? Who has power over you and 

how do they exercise it? 

Why do we consent to being ruled by others? Why do we obey those in power?  

Do you believe you are fully aware of who holds power and how it is exercised over you? 

 

Week of January 24, The Three Faces of Power 

 

Reading: Lorenzi, M. (2006). Power: a radical view by Steven Lukes. Crossroads, 6(2), 87-

95. 

 

Possible activity: Provide the seminar participants with a contemporary political/policy issue 

(economic policy, environmental protection, cost of living, etc.). Ask them to discuss this 

issue from the perspective of the three faces of power: how is power being exercised and by 

whom? Which dimension of power seems to be dominant? Can we see how the third 

dimension of power is being exercised? 

 

Week of January 31, Policymaking process in comparative perspective 

 

Reading: Howlett and Giest. 2015. Policy Cycle. International Encyclopedia of the Social & 

Behavioral Sciences, 288-292. 

 

Possible activity: Students will represent members of an environmental group. You are 

concerned with environmental damage caused by fossil fuels. The group’s preferred solution 

is legislation that forces the country’s largest polluters to adopt cleaner measures and 

penalizes those companies that continue to pollute. Keeping in mind the institutions 

responsible for each step of the policy cycle: What challenges are you likely to have at the 

agenda-setting and policy elaboration stages? Where will you focus your efforts and why? If 

you are successful in having your issue placed on the agenda and getting your preferred 

solution adopted, what challenges would likely arise during the implementation phase? How 

will you tackle these challenges? 

 

Week of February 7, Ideology  

 

Reading: Dickovick & Eastwood, Comparative Politics, Ch. 15 Ideology and Religion in 

Modern Politics. 
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Possible activity: Provide students with a portion of 3-4 ideologically influenced news stories, 

editorials, opinion pieces, NGO reports, etc. Do not identify the source. Ask students to read 

each short text and to identify the ideological perspective behind it and why they have 

associated a particular ideology to each story.  

 

Week of February 14, Political culture and identity 

 

Reading: Morlino, Leonardo (2017). Political science: a global perspective, Ch. 4, pp. 64–77. 

 

Additional Reading: Dickovick & Eastwood, Comparative Politics, Ch. 13, Nationalism and 

National Identity 

 

Possible activity: Discuss and identify the differences between Canadian political culture and 

that of the U.S. or another country that group members are familiar with. With these 

differences in mind, pick a contemporary policy issue of interest (such as pandemic-related 

health measures) and discuss how the different political cultures cause the selected issue to 

play out differently in the two countries.  

 

Week of February 28, Framing and public opinion 

 

Reading: Entman, Robert. “Framing: Toward Clarification of a Fractured Paradigm”. Journal 

of Communication, 43:4 (1993):  51-58. 

 

Possible activity: Students will be given a policy issue and a specific group of actors that they 

must represent. Thinking about the likely ideological perspective of the group they represent 

and the framing strategies we have discussed in class, students must write a short press release 

to convince policymakers and/or the public of their position. 

 

Week of March 7, Civil society and social movements 

 

Reading: Della Porta and Diani. 2006. "The Study of Social Movements: Recurring 

Questions, (Partially) Changing Answers." In Social Movements: An Introduction. Blackwell 

Publishing, p. 14 (section 1.1.3) - p. 29. 

 

Additional reading: Dickovick & Eastwood, Comparative Politics, Ch. 12, Revolutions and 

Contention  

 

Possible activity: Students will be assigned a social movement organization to represent, and 

a particular goal that the movement aspires to. They will prepare a 2-year plan of action, 

describing the various strategies they will use to advance their demands (acknowledging the 

benefits and potential dangers) and the resources they need to mobilize.  

 

Week of March 14, Gender and Race 

 

Reading: Wängnerud, L. (2009). Women in parliaments: Descriptive and substantive 

representation. Annual Review of Political Science, 12, 51-69. 
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Additional Reading: Dickovick & Eastwood, Comparative Politics, Ch. 14, Race, Ethnicity 

and Gender  

 

Possible activity: Using a specific policy area related to women’s rights in a chosen country 

(such as equal pay, abortion, gender-based violence, personal autonomy, etc.) students will 

discuss how policymakers can ensure that women’s interests are better represented in the 

policymaking process.  

 

Week of March 21, Migration 

 

Reading: Finotelli, C., & Kolb, H. (2017). The Good, the Bad and the Ugly Reconsidered: A 

Comparison of German, Canadian and Spanish Labour Migration Policies. Journal of 

Comparative Policy Analysis: Research and Practice, 19(1), 72-86. 

 

Possible activity: Conduct a comparative analysis of the migration policies of Germany, 

Canada, and Spain from the perspective of power and the policy process. How do the 

migration policies explain the policy process in each of these countries? For example, what do 

these policies tell us about which actors are exercising power, and what do they tell us about 

the factors that influence migration policy (i.e. evidence, ideology, etc.)? 

 

Week of March 28, Poverty and Inequality 

 

Reading: Mahon, R., & Macdonald, L. (2010). Anti-poverty politics in Toronto and Mexico 

City. Geoforum, 41(2), 209-217. 

 

Possible activity: Students will represent a branch of the state in a specific country and will be 

given a scenario that includes available resources and segments of society that want or need 

these resources. Students will engage in a redistribution policy planning exercise to determine 

who gets what, when and how.  

 

Week of April 4, Health 

 

Reading: Jarman, H. (2021). State Responses to the COVID-19 Pandemic: Governance, 

Surveillance, Coercion, and Social Policy. In Coronavirus politics: The comparative politics 

and policy of COVID-19. Chapter 3, pp. 51-62. 

 

Possible activity: Conduct a comparative analysis of the COVID-19 responses of the U.S, 

New Zealand, and Singapore. Discuss the factors that explain the very different approaches 

adopted by these three states.  
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Late Submission Policy: 

The penalties for late submission of assigned coursework (e.g., papers, assignments, weekly 

reflections) are 2% per day and 5% over the weekend, unless accommodations are required.  

   

COMPASSIONATE MEDICAL ABSENCES: 

If you require academic consideration because of an incapacitating medical condition, please 

inform your instructor(s), as soon as possible, of your inability to complete your work.  Given 

our challenging times related to COVID-19, requests for extensions on assignments due to 

illness or caring for others with illness will be given case by case consideration for 

extensions.  If you are unable to write a scheduled examination due to an incapacitating 

medical condition, you must follow the process set out in the Faculty Handbook III:9.4.1. 

 

Relationship between attendance and grades:  

Students are expected to attend all classes and must submit all assignments in order to pass 

this course.  

 

Important dates: (check the section on sessional or important dates in the relevant online 

University calendar at http://brocku.ca/webcal/) 

 

March 4, 2021 is the date for withdrawal from the course without academic penalty.  

 

February 25  is the date you will be notified of 15% of your course grade. 

 

February 21-25  is/are the scheduled reading week(s).  

 

 

  

https://brocku.ca/university-secretariat/faculty-handbook/section-3/#9.4_Deferred_Examinations
http://brocku.ca/webcal/
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Academic Policies 

 

Academic Integrity: 

Statement for undergraduate courses 

Academic misconduct is a serious offence. The principle of academic integrity, particularly of 

doing one’s own work, documenting properly (including use of quotation marks, appropriate 

paraphrasing and referencing/citation), collaborating appropriately, and avoiding 

misrepresentation, is a core principle in university study. Students should consult Section VII, 

“Academic Misconduct”, in the “Academic Regulations and University Policies” entry in the 

Undergraduate Calendar, available at http://brocku.ca/webcal to view a fuller description of 

prohibited actions, and the procedures and penalties. Information on what constitutes 

academic integrity is available at https://brocku.ca/academic-integrity/  

 

Plagiarism software: 

If plagiarism software is used (Turnitin.com), a statement to that effect must be included on 

the outline including an option to opt out. 

 

Sample statement regarding Turnitin.com 

This course may use Turnitin.com, phrase-matching software. If you object to uploading your 

assignments to Turnitin.com for any reason, please notify the instructor to discuss alternative 

submissions. 

 

Intellectual Property Notice:  

 

All slides, presentations, handouts, tests, exams, and other course materials created by the 

instructor in this course are the intellectual property of the instructor. A student who publicly 

posts or sells an instructor’s work, without the instructor’s express consent, may be charged 

with misconduct under Brock’s Academic Integrity Policy and/or Code of Conduct, and may 

also face adverse legal consequences for infringement of intellectual property rights. 

 

Special Accommodation: 

 

The University is committed to fostering an inclusive and supportive environment for all 

students and will adhere to the Human Rights principles that ensure respect for dignity, 

individualized accommodation, inclusion and full participation. The University provides a 

wide range of resources to assist students, as follows:  

 

a) If you require academic accommodation because of a disability or an ongoing health or 

mental health condition, please contact Student Accessibility Services at askSAS@brocku.ca 

or 905 688 5550 ext. 3240.  

 

b) If you require academic accommodation because of an incapacitating medical condition, 

you must, as soon as practicable, inform your instructor(s) of your inability to complete your 

academic work. You must also submit a Brock University Student Medical Certificate (found 

at https://brocku.ca/registrar/toolkit/forms). The University may, at its discretion, request 

http://brocku.ca/webcal
https://brocku.ca/academic-integrity/
mailto:askSAS@brocku.ca
https://brocku.ca/registrar/toolkit/forms


 

 11 

more detailed documentation in certain cases. If you are unable to write a scheduled 

examination due to an incapacitating medical condition, you must follow the process set out 

in the Faculty Handbook III:9.4.1.  

 

c) If you are experiencing mental health concerns, contact the Student Wellness and 

Accessibility Centre. Good2Talk is a service specifically for post-secondary students, 

available 24/7, 365 days a year, and provides anonymous assistance: 

http://www.good2talk.ca/ or call 1-866-925-5454. For information on wellness, coping and 

resiliency, visit: https://brocku.ca/mental-health/ 

 

d) If you require academic accommodation on religious grounds, you should make a formal, 

written request to your instructor(s) for alternative dates and/or means of satisfying 

requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of any given academic 

term, or as soon as possible after a need for accommodation is known to exist.  

 

e) If you have been affected by sexual violence, the Human Rights & Equity Office offers 

support, information, reasonable accommodations, and resources through the Sexual Violence 

Support & Education Coordinator. For information on sexual violence, visit Brock's Sexual 

Assault and Harassment Policy or contact the Sexual Violence Support & Response 

Coordinator at humanrights@brocku.ca or 905 688 5550 ext. 4387.  

 

f) If you feel you have experienced discrimination or harassment on any of the above grounds, 

including racial, gender or other forms of discrimination, contact the Human Rights and 

Equity Office at humanrights@brocku.ca.  

 

COVID 19 and related policies 

 

Brock University has a mask mandate in place. All students who attend lectures and seminars 

in person are required to wear a mask at all times unless they have obtained a written 

exemption. An instructor who notices that a student is unmasked may make a general 

announcement reminding students of the masking policy. An instructor may also ask the 

particular student who is unmasked to abide by the policy once they have ascertained that that 

student does not have an approved exemption. If neither of these options remedies the 

problem, an instructor may refuse to continue with the class until the student complies or may 

ask the student to leave. If need be, the instructor may avail themselves of campus security.  

https://brocku.ca/university-secretariat/faculty-handbook/section-3/#9.4_Deferred_Examinations
http://www.good2talk.ca/
https://brocku.ca/mental-health/
https://brocku.ca/human-rights/sexual-violence/
https://brocku.ca/human-rights/sexual-violence/
mailto:humanrights@brocku.ca
mailto:humanrights@brocku.ca

