Brock University USRA Application Checklist and Instructions for Proposed Supervisor

BROCK UNIVERSITY
NSERC Undergraduate Student Research Award (USRA)
APPLICATION FORM PART B (PROPOSED SUPERVISOR)
2022-2023 Competition

DEADLINE: Friday, February 18, 2022, 5.00 p.m.
	Name of applicant 
	[bookmark: Text1]     

	Name of proposed supervisor
	[bookmark: Text2]     

	Department
	[bookmark: Text3]     



In the space provided (up to 25 lines), describe the expected quality of the training you will provide the student. You may adapt parts of the HQP sections from your recent Discovery Grant application, for example, training environment, how the student will interact with you and other group members, skills to be gained, etc. (Do not change the font.)
	[bookmark: Text4]     



	Will the proposed research be eligible for Canadian Forest Sector Workforce Diversity Undergraduate Supplements? (Please refer to program guide or https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/UG-PC/Forest-Forest_eng.asp for additional information.)
	|_| No	|_| Yes

	If yes, please specify the keywords and/or research code
	     




In the space provided, describe the strategies you will use to mitigate the issues that can arise from the current COVID-19 situation (e.g., lab closures, field visits, data collection, etc.) 
	     





1. (Student) Official, up-to-date transcripts from all university programs. 
2. (Student) NSERC USRA application form, Form 202 Part I
3. (Student) Brock USRA Application Form (Part A). The applicant submits it by email prior to the deadline.
4. (Student) Statement of current academic standing by email in PDF format (or a screen shot). 
5. (Proposed supervisor or another person) The applicant will ask you (or another person such as a previous supervisor) to write a letter of reference. 
· The letter should address the applicant’s research aptitude only. If you have taught the student in a class, do not include the value of their marks in the letter. These will be redacted.
The letter should be addressed to the USRA Adjudication Committee and sent by the writer directly by email to ors-submissions@brocku.ca prior to the deadline.
Examples of characteristics that may be considered in evaluating research aptitude include enthusiasm for pursuing a research career in the natural sciences or engineering; written and oral communication skills; critical thinking; problem-solving skills; ability to work in a collaborative environment; relevant academic and work experience; organizational skills; curiosity; attention to detail; creativity; persistence.
6. (Proposed supervisor) Brock USRA application form (Part B). The proposed supervisor completes the attached form and submits it by email to ors-submissions@brocku.ca prior to the deadline.
7. (Proposed supervisor) NSERC USRA application form, Form 202 Part II 
· Form must be completed in NSERC’s On-line System; enter the student’s name and reference number from Form 202, Part I, to create the form.
· The starting date of the award is important for the payment process. For a summer award, the starting date must be no later than Monday, May 16, 2022, in order to complete the 16-week term prior to the Labour Day weekend. For a fall award, the starting date must be no later than Thursday, September 01, 2022, to complete the term before Brock’s holiday closure. There is a bit more flexibility for a winter award.
· Choose the research subject code from NSERC’s scholarships list.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Help-Aide/ScholarshipCodes-CodesPourBourses_Eng.asp 
] 

· Research proposal must be specific and detailed. The project must be within the natural sciences or engineering (not within the areas of health or the social sciences). This field must contain a minimum of 1000 characters, maximum of 1800 characters or 18 lines, whichever comes first.
· Describe the student’s role in the project and information related to the student’s supervision. This field must contain a minimum of 300 characters, maximum of 500 characters or 5 lines, whichever comes first.
· Describe the expected quality of the training to be received. This field must contain a minimum of 300 characters, maximum of 500 characters or 5 lines, whichever comes first.
· Verify and submit. There will be an opportunity to edit the form, if needed, before recommended applications are forwarded to NSERC in early May.
8. (All) Instructions for Application Submission (New 2021)
The LO will accept applications by email to ors-submissions@brocku.ca. Please follow the instructions below to ensure the application is received accurately.
· Attachments should ideally be in PDF or Microsoft Word format. (Please do not send a hyperlink to download documents stored on a cloud server.)
· Please name the documents according to the following format: USRA2022_document title_student’s full name and supervisor’s last name (e.g., USRA2022_PartA_Susan,Jones and SMITH)
· Email subject line:  Please include the competition name (e.g., USRA 2022), and student and supervisor’s names.
9. The applicant submits items 1, 3 and 4 as email attachments to the ORS-Submissions (ors-submissions@brocku.ca) prior to the deadline.
10. The proposed supervisor submits items 5 (if writing the letter of reference) and 6 to the ORS-Submissions (ors-submissions@brocku.ca) prior to the deadline.
11. The LO will review NSERC Form 202 Parts I and II (items 2 and 7) through the NSERC On-line System.
