Brock University USRA Application Checklist and Instructions for Applicant
BROCK UNIVERSITY
NSERC Undergraduate Student Research Award (USRA)
APPLICATION FORM PART A (STUDENT APPLICANT)
2022-2023 Competition

DEADLINE: Friday, February 18, 2022, 5.00 p.m.

	Family name of applicant
	[bookmark: Text33]     
	Given name(s):
	     

	Student number (Brock students only)
	[bookmark: Text37]     

	Citizenship: 
	[bookmark: Check24][bookmark: Check25]|_| Canadian citizen	|_| Permanent resident               |_| Protected Person

	Email address:
	     

	Major/Program:
	     

	Expected date of completion of degree requirements (not convocation date)
	Year:      	Month:      

	Cumulative academic average (including Fall 2021) for all undergraduate work)
	     

	What would you like to do after graduation?
	[bookmark: Check18]|_| Graduate school (specify field:      )
|_| Professional school (specify:      )
|_| Other (specify:      )
|_| Undecided 

	Have you previously held an NSERC USRA award?
	|_| No	|_| Yes

	If yes, indicate the number of awards held and give location(s).
	Number of awards:      
Location(s): |_| Brock	  |_| other (specify:      )

	Term for which you wish to apply:
(You must be able to work full-time for 14-16 consecutive weeks.)
	|_| Summer 2022 (April/May–August)
|_| Fall 2022 (August/September–December) 
|_| Winter 2023 (January–April)

	

	Name of proposed supervisor:
	      

	Department:
	      




 In the space provided and in your own words, address the topics below in a paragraph or two. Do not exceed the space allocated or change the formatting (18 lines, Calibri 11-point font). 
	What would you like to do after you complete your undergraduate degree? If you are still exploring options, what possibilities are you considering? How will your research experience contribute to attaining your goals or making decisions about your future? 
[bookmark: Text38]     

	After discussion with your proposed supervisor, describe, in non-technical language, the research project you wish to work on and what your role will be. What outcomes of your project do you anticipate? (All selection committee members from across the sciences, including mathematics, should be able to understand it.)
[bookmark: Text39]     




Contact:	Danusha Kalinga; NSERC USRA Liaison Officer (LO), Office of Research Services, Brock University, 1812 Sir Isaac Brock Way, St Catharines ON L2S 3A1; Email: dkalinga@brocku.ca
Before you complete the form, please read the Brock University USRA Applicant Guidelines.
1. (Student) Official, up-to-date transcripts from all university programs. Order your transcript(s) from the Registrar’s office. E-mail a scanned copy of your transcript with your application to ors-submissions@brocku.ca and upload it to the NSERC On-line System. Your transcript must show your marks for the Fall 2021 term.
2. (Student) NSERC USRA application form, Form 202 Part I. If you have applied previously, log into your NSERC account and update your existing form on the NSERC online system (http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/OnlineServices-ServicesEnLigne/Index_eng.asp). If you do not have an NSERC account, create one on the NSERC website. Complete the form online. 
· Form 202 must be completed online.
· Include your e-mail address.
· Include anticipated year/month of degree completion.
· Upload your transcripts as a single document (PDF). (See 1 above.)
· Verify (on the “My Portfolio” page) then give a copy of the completed form (or the reference number) to your proposed supervisor. (You may provide the form to your proposed supervisor before uploading your transcript.) 
Program description: www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/UG-PC/USRA-BRPC_eng.asp  
Instructions on completing Form 202: www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/OnlineServices-ServicesEnLigne/instructions/202/e.asp. 
3. (Student) Brock USRA Application Form (Part A). Submit it by email to ors-submissions@brocku.ca  prior to the deadline.
4. (Student) Statement of academic standing by email to  ors-submissions@brocku.ca  in PDF format (or a screen shot). This statement will show your cumulative or overall academic average as of the end of the fall term 2021 (for Brock students, “Program Status, UG1” from BrockDB. Non-Brock students may use unofficial transcripts for this purpose.)
5. (Student and proposed supervisor or another person) Ask your proposed supervisor or another person, such as a previous supervisor, to write a letter of reference that addresses your research aptitude. 
· The letter should not include the value of marks from any coursework. 
· It should be addressed to the USRA Adjudication Committee and sent by the writer directly to the USRA Liaison Officer (LO), by email to ors-submissions@brocku.ca prior to the deadline.
Examples of characteristics that may be considered in evaluating research aptitude include: enthusiasm for pursuing a research career in the natural sciences or engineering; written and oral communication skills; critical thinking; problem-solving skills; ability to work in a collaborative environment; relevant academic and work experience; organizational skills; curiosity; attention to detail; creativity; initiative; persistence.
6. (Proposed supervisor) Brock USRA application form (Part B)
7. (Proposed supervisor) NSERC USRA application form, Form 202 Part II 
8. (All) Instructions for Application Submission (New 2021)
The LO will accept application form Part A and B, transcript, Statement of academic standing and reference letter by e-mail to ORS-Submissions (ors-submissions@brocku.ca). To ensure your application is received accurately, please follow the instructions below.
· Attachments should ideally be in PDF or Microsoft Word format. (Please do not send a hyperlink to download documents stored on a cloud server.)
· Please name your documents according to the following format: USRA2022_document title_student’s full name and supervisor’s last name (e.g., USRA2022_PartA_Susan, Jones and SMITH)
· E-mail subject line:  Please include the competition name (e.g., NSERC USRA 2022), and student and supervisor’s names
9. The applicant submits items 1, 3 and 4 as email attachments to the ORS-Submissions (ors-submissions@brocku.ca) prior to the deadline.
10. The proposed supervisor submits items 5 (if writing the letter of reference) and 6 to the ORS-Submissions (ors-submissions@brocku.ca) prior to the deadline.
11. The LO will review NSERC Form 202 Parts I and II (items 2 and 7) through the NSERC On-line System.
12. DEADLINE: Friday, February 18, 2022, 5 p.m. No late applications will be accepted.
