
December 11, 2020 
 
I’m writing this brief report, quickly put together, on behalf of the MATH 1P98 teaching team (part-
time instructor Jenny Tieu, course coordinator Mark Willoughby, and myself) and our Departmental 
Service Course Committee.  
 
We think that sharing some of our teaching experience from this term could be useful and relevant to 
other instructors, particularly of multi-section courses.  
 
We decided to “team teach” our 3 sections of MATH 1P98 this Fall (~950 students), and the informal 
feedback from students has been very positive. This is why we are briefly letting you know about it. 
Below we summarize the key points and insert selected excerpts from one of the 3 anonymous 
student surveys we conducted throughout the term in order to illustrate their appreciation or views: 
 

- We joined efforts and taught live at a scheduled time for one section; every student from any 
section had access to the live lectures. One instructor gave the lecture; one instructor was 
monitoring the Q & A and bringing the questions to the lecturer live during the lectures. In 
addition, we included multiple choice answers through Q & A at times when students were 
asked to cast their answer and one instructor was responsible for logistics matters. We tried to 
make the lectures a little more dynamic through this approach. Also new this year, the 
modules from the online course section were accessible by students from all sections. 

 

“More courses should be offered in this format“ (End of term survey) 
 

“I really enjoyed the live Q&A as well as the problem solving sessions and investigations, and I 

strongly believed it correlated to gaining a better understanding in the course. “ (End of term 
survey) 
 
“The online modules are very helpful to watch after the lectures, it's like a mini review of what 
was covered during the week.” (survey 1, week 4) 

 
“Thank you for being so responsible and supportive of students during this pandemic. I think it 
was a brilliant idea to make all of the resources available to all of the students and to have all of 
the math 1P98 teaching team collaborate. Hats off to whoever came up with it.” (survey 1, week 
4) 

 
Of the 55 students who answered thus far in our end of term survey, 76% found that it was 
more efficient to have many instructors involved in the course, and 95% found it useful to 
have access to multiple resources made available this term. 
 

- Lectures were all recorded and published soon after in Sakai. These could be re-used in the 
future offering of MATH 1P98 as optional resources (will be in the coming Winter term for the 
single section of MATH1P98). 

 
“I like how the lectures are recorded, so that I can go back at any time and rewatch a section 
that I might not have understood the first time. To add to that, I like that even if I am unable to 



attend the lecture I don't have to worry about asking someone for their notes because I can 
watch the lecture myself. I am slowly getting used to the amount of work that comes with the 
course. I am not sure if it was like this in previous years, but I feel like this year the amount of 
course work has increased.” (Survey 1, week 4) 

 
- Due to the team approach, we could enrich the offering of the course by reinvesting our time 

saved for lecture preparation into optional live problem-solving sessions, also recorded and 
published in Sakai, twice a week. These resources are also planned to be re-used in the future 
(will be in the coming Winter term for the single section of MATH1P98). 

 
“Having the problem solving sessions was a good way to take the lectures and apply them to 

real problems to help grasp the concepts! This class is by far the class that took the most t ime 
and asked us what we needed which is an amazing thing to do for us.”  

 

“I really felt that this course had so many resources to get great mark and the MATH team was 

really supportive in getting us great marks! “ 

 
Of the 55 students who answered thus far, 91% found that these problem-solving sessions 
were useful and 87% are in the view that MATH 1P98 should continue offering these sessions 
in the future. 

 
- With such a large student demographic having diverse backgrounds, we tried to make sure we 

stayed in tune with the students. Twice during the term, we conducted anonymous surveys to 
see how everyone was doing. Importantly, we provided feedback and adapted, when possible 
and/or relevant, to what students were telling us. We also conducted an end of term survey to 
get feedback from students on specific (novel) aspects of the course useful for future offerings 
of the course. 

 
“The team for this course was BY FAR the most in touch with students and their needs out of all 

my other classes. I like how they put out regular surveys to check in on us and were flexible 
when it came to modifying the way they were running the course based on student feedback. 
Many of my other courses did not do this even once, and I feel like it would have created a much 
better learning environment if they had. The teaching team was always helpful and quick to 
respond, and I felt like I could always reach out. Thanks so much for all your hard work!” (End of 
term survey) 

 

Here are examples of feedback to students. After the first survey, we shared some of the 

concerns and our response to it, and shared some strategies that have been working for some 

students and that could be helpful for others: 

 



 
 

And from the second survey, after the midterm in order to give them a sense of how the midterm 
went for everyone in the course: 

  
 
 
Overall, we are very pleased with the approach. We don’t pretend it was perfect, but it appears that 
the team approach was beneficial for students in different ways, particularly by providing more 
differentiated learning opportunities (with guidance).  Our ‘check-up surveys’ during the term allowed 
us to adjust, clarify expectations and roles (for instructors and students) in the course, and share 
among students different strategies that have been working for them (definitely useful for a first-year 
course).  
 
FYI the teaching team for MATH 1P97 next term (Jenny Tieu, Michelle Molino, and Mark Willoughby) 
have decided to use the team teaching approach. 
 
  


