EXPERIENCE

THE DEPARTMENT

OF VISUAL ARTS

Applying to the Studio Art Program
Portfolios are a required part of the admissions process for students
applying to the following programs:
• Visual Arts - Studio Art
• Concurrent Education - Intermediate/Senior
(Visual Arts -Studio Art major)

Portfolios are due by February 9, 2018

Note: Students applying to the History of Art and Visual Culture program are not
required to submit a portfolio.

Your portfolio submission must contain two elements:
1. A letter of intent (~300 words).
2. A digital portfolio of 15-20 of your artworks.

Letter of Intent

We would like to find out more about you, what motivates, challenges and
inspires you in your creative process. The letter of intent should describe your
reasons for wanting to study visual arts, where you are coming from, and what
you have studied in the past. Please consider how your answers may enhance or
contribute to our understanding of your portfolio work as we view it. Your letter
of intent should not exceed 300 words. In addition, artist statements are also
welcome but not mandatory.
Your letter of intent should be submitted in one of the following formats:
• As part of a website or artist blog linked in your submission e-mail.
• As a Word document (.docx) included in the cloud-sharing folder of
your choice (Dropbox, Google Drive, OneDrive, etc.), and linked in your
submission e-mail.
• As a Word document (.docx) attached directly to your submission e-mail.
• As a Word document (.docx) on a USB stick submitted by mail.
You may include this letter on the same USB stick or artist blog/website as your
digital portfolio. Please be sure to clearly label it as your letter of intent.

Digital Portfolio

Work submitted may demonstrate a range of media explored. The portfolio
should be between 15-20 artworks (do not submit more than 20 pieces).
Digital files accepted: jpg, psd, tiff, video (mov, wmv, mp4), music (mp3) and
PDF documents. For good image quality and efficient reviewing, your image files
should be sized around 1024 x 768px @ 72 dpi, 2MB or less.
Please keep video files under 120MB each and 2-3 minute clips for audio/ video.
Label each file as follows:
01 LastName, Title, Year
02 LastName, Title, Year

Portfolio Submission
2018

Please include an image list that corresponds with the digital portfolio as
a Word document (.docx).
The image list should include:
01 LastName, FirstName, Title, Media, Dimensions, Date Completed

Submitting Your Portfolio:
Important Dates
Nov. 5, 2017
Fall Preview Day
Explore our campus, chat with faculty, staff
and students, attend special information
sessions, and learn more about the Brock
experience. Register at discover.brocku.ca
Jan. 17, 2018
Application Deadline
Deadline for Ontario Secondary School
students to submit their 101 applications to
Brock via the Ontario Universities’
Application Centre at ouac.on.ca
Feb. 9, 2018
Portfolio Submission
Visual Arts Portfolios are due for students
applying to Visual Arts - Studio Art or the
Concurrent Education Intermediate-Senior
( Visual Arts -Studio Art major) programs.
April 8, 2018
Open House
Explore our campus, chat with faculty, staff
and students, attend special information
sessions, and learn more about the Brock
experience. Register at discover.brocku.ca
June 1, 2018
Response Deadline
Ontario Secondary School Students must
respond to our offer of admission by this
date. Respond at ouac.on.ca
Residence applications and the residence
fee must be received by this date for the
residence guarantee to apply.
Learn more at brocku.ca/residence
Fall 2018
Awards
Complete the OneApp to be eligible for
Donor Awards and bursaries. Apply early
to maximize your earning potential. Learn
more at discover.brocku.ca/awards

All portfolio submissions must be in the form of digital files.
Please DO NOT send original artworks to us. Please title your portable devices and
provide a labelled case with your full name (as submitted on your application),
OUAC reference number (if applicable), and date of birth.
We must receive your complete submission by February 9, 2018 in order
to consider your application for studies beginning in September 2018.
Your portfolio is to be submitted in one of the following ways:
1. E-mail to Associate Professor Shawn Serfas (sserfas@brocku.ca) with either the
digital files attached, or a link to your artist blog/website/cloud-sharing folder.
The URL, your full name, OUAC reference number and date of birth should be
written in the email.
2. Saved on a USB stick and submitted by mail or in person to Associate Professor
Shawn Serfas at the Marilyn I. Walker School of Fine and Performing Arts.
The portfolio and letter of intent must be sent together in a strong, reusable
package and must be accompanied by sufficient return postage. Portfolios sent
without sufficient return postage will not be returned to the applicant.
Please send the portfolio and letter of intent to:
Associate Professor Shawn Serfas
Department of Visual Arts
Marilyn I. Walker School of Fine & Performing Arts
Brock University
1812 Sir Isaac Brock Way
St. Catharines, ON
L2S 3A1, Canada
Once you have completed your application (or if you have any questions about
putting together your portfolio), please email Associate Professor Shawn Serfas
(sserfas@brocku.ca) to inform the department that it has been sent.

Questions?

Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions about the portfolio
process. Questions should be directed to the Chair of Visual Arts, Professor Donna
Szoke at donna.szoke@brocku.ca
For questions related to the admissions process, including minimum academic
requirements for entry, please contact our Admissions Office at central@brocku.ca

Change of major to Visual Arts

A digital portfolio (that includes a student’s Brock ID number) is required for those
applying to Studio Art and is due by May 15, 2018. Meeting with the Academic
Adviser is necessary prior to the assessment of the portfolio.
Current Brock students interested in changing their
major to Studio Art or History of Art and Visual Culture,
must book a meeting with Alisa Cunnington,
Faculty of Humanities Academic Adviser at
brocku.ca/ humanities/academic-advising

International Students

Please contact the Department of Visual Art to plan
a portfolio submission process that coordinates
with your regional academic schedule.

