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October 24, 2016
A Special Invitation to bring your students for innovative and energizing theatre experiences
presented by the Department of Dramatic Arts at Brock University!

Gormenghast

By Mervyn Peake. Stage adaptation by John Constable.
Friday, November 18th at 11:30 am
Group tickets start at $12 each, discounts available.
Twice a year our faculty and students present Mainstage productions in our new 250¬ seat
theatre. Directed and designed by faculty and guest artists, performed and produced by
students in our Honours BA program, these productions offer you an affordable opportunity to
engage your students with original performances that examine provocative thematic ideas.
Stimulating course-related content will animate and enrich your teaching curriculum. Our
faculty and students bring you the very best of their work in professional-level productions
distinguished by their verve and energy. This is a great opportunity to enhance your teaching
and to bring excitement to your classroom with a visit to our theatre. Join us at the Marilyn I.
Walker School of Fine and Performing Arts in our new venue located in downtown St.
Catharines, 15 Artists’ Common.

Gormenghast

By Mervyn Peake.
Stage adaptation by John Constable.
Directed by Mike Griffin,
Assisted by Sydney Francolini
Designed by David Vivian
Lighting Design by Jennifer Jimenez
Sound design by Max Holten-Andersen
November 11, 12, 18, 19 at 7:30 pm
November 13 at 2:00 pm
November 18 at 11:30 am

Evil is afoot in the Gormenghast castle! Come join us in this labyrinth of
dark corridors, where the bizarre and mysterious come to life.
The Department of Dramatic Arts, part of Brock University’s Marilyn I.
Walker School of Fine and Performing Arts is proud to present this epic
fantasy based on Mervyn Peake’s Gormenghast trilogy. Peake’s trilogy
consists of Titus Groan, Gormenghast, and Titus Alone and follows the
story of Titus, the 77th Earl of the House of Groan throughout his
journey into adulthood. It is a trilogy that is considered a cult classic in
the UK and is often compared to J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings in
its stature and influence in the fantasy genre. The stage adaptation was
originally commissioned by the David Glass ensemble and directed by
David Glass in its first production in 1992. It then toured for 15 plus
years throughout the UK and internationally.

Members of the cast rehearsing
movement for our production of
Gormenghast.

The play takes place in the gothic castle of Gormenghast, a labyrinth of
corridors, dark rooms, crumbling masonry, and whispering voices. This is a world of ritual and
order, where the motto “No change!” reigns supreme. A world where the ways of the past
blindly govern the present, until the youth rise up and shake the castle walls. The play begins
with the birth of Titus Groan, the heir to the throne, and the 77th Earl of Gormenghast.
However, with his birth, the castle begins to stir. The youthful Earl does not buy in to the ways
of old and as he grows he resists the ritualistic role of Earl. Alongside the growth of young Titus
we see the development of kitchen boy Steerpike, who quickly learns how to climb
Gormenghast’s hierarchical ladder through manipulation and deceit. Evil is afoot in the halls of
Gormenghast! With a cast of distorted, bizarre and larger-than-life characters we see a castle
that upholds the motto of “No change!” thrown into turmoil and chaos. Fires burn, swords
slash, and the floodwaters rise in this epic fantasy that questions adherence to the ways of the
past. But is there a brighter future…?
Artistic Direction
Notes from the Director, Mike Griffin:
This is a show unlike any other. It is not often you get to see an epic fantasy on stage! If you
enjoy the crazy worlds of Tim Burton, you’ll enjoy this! A fun, bizarre and twisted piece,
Gormenghast explores a collage of theatrical styles including: physical theatre, melodrama,
Grand Guignol, puppetry and more.

I first came across Gormenghast in 2008 when Stephen Malloy directed a brilliant production
at the University of British Columbia. It was a strange play, but it has sat with me ever since. I
was drawn to the darkness and the distortion of the characters. These weren’t normal people
and this wasn’t a normal world. Having grown up on the fantasy worlds of C.S. Lewis, J. R. R.
Tolkien, and Terry Brooks, I admired the boldness of
putting such an epic fantasy on stage. I was intrigued by the
challenges that staging this monstrous play provided. In
film, challenges like falling from a tower, fires, or
underwater scenes, are easily addressed with locations and
technology. But on the stage, how do you make those
moments theatrical? Magical, even? I saw this as a
challenge for myself as a director but I also saw this as a
great opportunity for the students at Brock to play in a
different world and embody different kinds of characters
Members of the cast rehearsing movement for our
production of Gormenghast.

than they might normally get the chance to. These characters are all larger-than-life, bizarre,
twisted, and strange. As an actor, roles like that don’t come up very often. I am drawn to plays
that give opportunity for large physical choices and I knew that I wanted to approach the play
through the framework of physical theatre. But each time I came back to the play, I questioned,
“What style are we working in?” Is this Melodrama? Is this Gothic Drama? Where does this play
sit? As we dove into the world of the play in our
design meetings, I came to the realization that this
play is not pure in any one style but rather a
combination of many styles. To me, Gormenghast
is a collage of theatrical styles—a hybrid. With this
as the focus, the doors opened up and I began to
see the world of Gormenghast in a whole new
light. We are creating a fantasy world here and all
Members of the cast rehearsing movement for our production
fantasy worlds come from the imagination. For
of Gormenghast.
me, imagination is affected by all the different
influences and experiences one goes through in one’s life, with bits and pieces coming together
to create a wonderfully cohesive whole. So for Gormenghast, we needed to put the pieces
together and embrace a number of different theatrical styles including melodrama, puppetry,
Grand-Guignol, Theatre of the Grotesque, Physical Theatre and more…
Curriculum Ties
This production of Gormenghast is suitable for high school-age audiences and provides an
opportunity to enjoy an influential fantasy coming to life on stage. It is a challenging and daring
production that explores the fullness of theatrical staging by using a range of theatre styles,
acting techniques, and stage magic to create exciting, dynamic characters in epic situations.
Curriculum connections include the Arts, Literature (Fantasy), World Studies, Classical and
International Literature, English, Social Sciences and Humanities, Gender studies, and Drama
Studies (Theatre, Melodrama, Gothic Drama, Grand Guignol, Physical Theatre, Puppetry, and
Shadow Puppetry).
Study Guide/School Outreach
For our production, we have created a Study Guide that can be downloaded after October 29th
2016 at: https://brocku.ca/humanities/departments-and-centres/dramatic-arts/dart-performances-in-2016-17
We are pleased to offer a talkback and Q & A after the matinee on November 18th. Should
you be interested, contact us for more information.
Student Matinee Booking
The student matinee for Gormenghast is Friday, November 18 at 11:30 am held in the Marilyn
I. Walker Theatre of the Marilyn I. Walker School of Fine and Performing Arts. Tickets for the
student matinee start at $12 for each student and teacher. To book your school, please
telephone the FirstOntario Performing Arts Centre Box Office, 905.688.0722, and reserve your
group tickets.
The deadline for reservation by telephone is Friday, November 4th. Once you have made your
booking through the FirstOntario Performing Arts Centre, we will confirm your reservation by
telephone by Monday, November 7th, 2016. Don’t delay, seating is limited.

the Mainstage performances are:

Prices:

• appropriate for high school-age audiences
• may contain mature situations and stage violence
• Post-performance Q&A with the actors and creative team
are available for both productions.
• Teacher Workshops are available
• Audience Maximum: (235) in the DART Theatre

Single Student rate: $15
Groups rates are available:
10-20=$12.00 ea;
20-30=$11.00 ea;
30-40=$10.00 ea;
40-50=$9.00 ea;
over 50=$8.00 ea.

The FirstOntario Performing Arts Centre Box Office can be reached by phone at 905.688.0722,
by email at boxoffice@firstontariopac.ca or in person:
FirstOntario Performing Arts Centre
250 St. Paul Street
St. Catharines, ON
L2R 3M2
Open Monday to Friday, 10 am to 6 pm;
Saturday, 10 am to 2 pm
(Holiday and summer hours may vary)
The Department of Dramatic Arts Theatre is situated at
the Marilyn I. Walker School of Fine and Performing Arts
located at 15 Artists' Common in downtown St. Catharines,
L2R 0B5. We are adjacent to the FirstOntario Performing
Arts Centre and the Meridian Centre.
See our website for maps and contact information:
https://brocku.ca/humanities/departments-and-centres/dramatic-arts/contact-us

