
The Walker Cultural Leader series brings leading artists, performers, practitioners 
and academics to the Marilyn I. Walker School of Fine and Performing Arts at Brock 
University. Engaging, lively and erudite, these sessions celebrate professional 
achievement, artistic endeavour and the indelible role of culture in our society. 
This education program is generously founded by Marilyn I. Walker. 
Please join us.

In Transit: Artistic Interventions in Precarious Times
featuring Dr. Kerr Mesner, Arcadia University (performer) with
Dr. Stephen Low (Moderator, Discussant and Talkback Facilitator)

Thursday, March 15, 2018 7:00-9:00 pm, in the MIW THEATRE

In Transit: Artistic Interventions in Precarious Times is a one-person performance piece, 
combining multimedia, live theatrical performance, and audience engagement to create 
an evocative and thought provoking dramatic experience. This autoethnographic theatrical 
piece explores the intersections of queer identities, Christianity’s contributions to anti-
queer violence, and the challenges of embodying transgender identities within our 
current political contexts. Mesner weaves a narrative arc between current live theatrical 
performances from his 2017 piece, In Transit and multimedia excerpts from the fi lmic 
version of his 2014 play, Intervention, that was part of his doctoral dissertation. 
This performance will be of interest to scholars, graduate students, practitioners, and 
activists working in such areas as arts based educational research, performance studies, 
transgender and queer studies, religion/theology, and anti-oppressive education.

All events take place at the Marilyn I. Walker School of Fine and Performing Arts 
15 Artists’ Common, St Catharines ON L2R 0B5
A free community event! 
Tickets and registration not required. Limited parking available. 
Contact Dr. Joe Norris jnorris@brocku.ca for more information.

Tensions of Engagement in the Canadian Immigrant Theatre Context 
featuring Lina de Guevara, founder of Puente Theatre (Victoria) and Ruth Howard of 
Jumblies Theatre (Toronto), with Dr. Yasmine Kandil of Brock University (Niagara)

March 16 and 17, 2018

A panel conversation and workshops on the theme of Tensions of Engagement in the 
Canadian Immigrant Theatre Context. This event will look at how theatre has been used 
to create collaborative opportunities with immigrants and refugees in Canada, and what 
struggles lay ahead of us to bridge the divide between settler Canadians and newcomers.

All events take place at the Marilyn I. Walker School of Fine and Performing Arts 
15 Artists’ Common, St. Catharines ON L2R 0B5
A free community event! 
Registration required for workshops only. 
tensions-of-engagement-workshops.eventbrite.com
Limited parking available. 
Contact Dr. Yasmine Kandil ykandil@brocku.ca for more information.
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Tensions of Engagement in the Canadian Immigrant Theatre Context 

PROGRAM:

Friday March 16  7:00pm 
PANEL Discussion in the MIW THEATRE: 
Tensions of Engagement in the Canadian Immigrant Theatre Context 

This panel, moderated by Dr. Natalie Alvarez (Brock University), will feature three of Canada’s applied 
theatre artists who have devoted a large portion of their creative work towards working on issues of 
diversity, multiculturalism, and creating opportunities for immigrants and refugees to explore their 
narratives of settlement through theatre.

This comes at a crucial time, as our society is witnessing an awareness of the insidious racism that 
exists in our country, as revealed by the Angus Reid Institute report of October 2016.  Our panel will 
discuss how applied theatre with immigrants and refugees in Canada has evolved over the past few 
decades, and whether there has been a positive and tangible impact that this medium has had on this 
community, and on settler Canadians.

PANELISTS

Lina de Guevara
Lina de Guevara was the fi rst immigrant artist to establish a theatre company 
in Victoria that solely focused on promoting the narratives of immigration 
and settlement with the purpose of bridging the gap between this minority 
group and the predominantly white culture of Victoria.  Her work has spread 
to other provinces in Canada since she began her Canadian journey almost 40 
years ago.

Ruth Howard
Ruth Howard is the founder and Artistic Director of Jumblies Theatre, based 
in Toronto. Her work with professional artists and diverse communities 
has won her recognition and awards. Jumblies is known for its  large-
scale collaborative community-engaged theatre and interdisciplinary arts 
residencies, projects and productions, as well as its dedication to learning 
and mentorship in community arts.

Dr. Yasmine Kandil
Yasmine began her immigrant journey in Victoria, BC, where she worked 
on multiple projects exploring celebration as a means for immigrant youth 
to claim a space in their new Canadian home.  She is presently engaged in 
the second phase of devising a theatre piece that examines narratives of 
immigration and settlement for Brock students and local immigrants and 
refugees in relation to expectations, obstacles, and assimilation.

Saturday March 17  
WORKSHOPS:  STUDIOS B and C at the MIWSFPA

Workshop STUDIO B (MW 247)
10:00-12:00pm (Ruth Howard) 
This workshop will explore Jumblies’ recent Four Lands touring project, which brings together settler, 
newcomer, Indigenous residents of all ages and backgrounds in a gentle exploration of different 
perspectives on a place.

www.jumbliestheatre.org/jumblies/about/staff/ruth-howard

Workshop STUDIO C (MW 243)
1:00-3:00pm (Lina de Guevara)
This workshop will explore the different tools used to do research related to immigrant and refugee 
narratives: interviews, storytelling of personal stories, image creation, forum encounters, audience 
participation, etc.  Lina will share the tools that she uses and those she avoids.

Registration required for workshops only. 
tensions-of-engagement-workshops.eventbrite.com
 
See over for more details
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