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Indigenous Strategic Planning Advisory Committee (ISPAC)
Thursday, July 16, 2026 2:30pm – 4:00pm | MS Teams

Present: Sheila Cote-Meek (Chair), Cindy Biancaniello (Co-Chair), Jeannie Martin (Co-Chair), Kaitlyn Austin, Colton Clause, Syerra Jasmin, Sarena Johnson, Ryanne Logan, Sarah McGean, Connie Schumacher, Lyn Trudeau, Sherri Vansickle

Regrets: Grace Fisk, Sylina Laforme, Paul Leblanc, Lexi Uren

Guests:   Shylo Elmayan, Jade Johnson, Tsista Kennedy, Jenny Tillbrook


1. Welcome (Sheila)

2. Opening 
· Opening shared by Cindy

3. Review of the Minutes
i. June 18, 2026
ii. June 30, 2026
· Moved to next on the agenda to accommodate guests Jenny and Tsista

4. Indigenous Design Elements
· Jenny was able to provide Tsista with the design template. This provides examples of the space he will be able to incorporate the design elements.  
· Tsista shared some of the designs he has created for this work. Sheila would like the Committee to see all the design elements as this process will move very quickly. Currently designs are in black and white in case they need revisions according to the feedback from the group. The committee was pleased with the work and there was only one image which concerned members. Tsista will make the necessary changes.

3.  Review of the Minutes
iii. June 18, 2026
iv. June 30, 2026
· Minutes were accepted as presented

5. Update from Shylo on ISP
· Draft 3 of the ISP has been shared with the committee; questions arose around the name and if using an Indigenous language was appropriate. The committee decided that the name should simply be the Indigenous Strategic Plan in English. 
· Shylo sought confirmation on the two drafted Vision of the plan, the group chose the expanded version. 
· Priority 6 has been changed from Taking Responsibility for Change to Advancing Accountability and Action,
· Feedback from the committee is due by Monday, July 20 @ 3:30pm. 

6. Draft Agenda for the Launch
· Sheila provided an overview of the launch and confirmed the following speakers with the committee members: 
Welcome from the Emcee – Jeannie Martin, Co-Chair
Opening Thanksgiving Address
Opening Song
Remarks and Land Acknowledgement from the President, Lesley Rigg 
Indigenous Strategic Plan Presentation by the Sheila Cote-Meek, Chair
Priority 1 – Centering Indigenous Knowledge, Culture and Ways of Knowing - Lyn Trudeau
Priority 2 –Indigenous Student Belonging, Access and Support – Ryanne Logan
Priority 3 – Indigenous Faculty and Staff Safety, Recognition, Connection and Retention – Syerra Jasmin
Priority 4 – Reciprocal Community Relations – Colton Clause
Priority 5 – Indigenous Governance, Policy and Decision Making – Sarena Johnson
Priority 6 – Advancing Accountability and Action – Arja Vanio-Mattila-Provost
Closing Remarks from Cindy Biancaniello, Co-Chair
Closing travelling song by Drum Group
Closing Thanksgiving Address 

· A budget of $11,150 was submitted to the Provost’s office and has been approved. 
· Jeannie shared a reminder that she would like to see children included at this event, Lyn previously mentioned the inclusion of youth also. 
· Next steps: Tasks associated for the event need to be considered. 
- Smudging request, fire watch, catering, parking and miscellaneous

7. Next Meeting and Closing
a. Next Meeting is August 5, 2026
b. Closing by Cindy
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