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			ABSTRACT
Dante's Inferno has inspired countless illustrations, maps, paintings and sculptures, including Auguste Rodin's Gates of Hell, originally commissioned in 1880 for the doors of a museum that was never built. But aside from 4-5 figures (Dante, Paolo, Francesca and Ugolino), the other 180+ figures in Rodin's Portal seem to bear little correspondence to Dante's Inferno. This presentation will investigate the evolution of Rodin's Porte de l'Enfer, from the early sketches, architectural designs and maquettes to its final form, in attempt to identify Rodin's influences and models. While the Portal cannot be considered an adaptation of Dante's text, some figures bear more correspondence than one would think, even after being freed from Hell and given a life of their own (Dante becomes The Thinker and Paolo and Francesca become The Kiss). Although divided by more than five centuries, both Dante and Rodin share and depict the universal struggles of a suffering humanity.
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			The CRRS Friday Workshops are a recurring speaker series held approximately once a month during the academic year, and feature both local and visiting scholars presenting their recent work in a seminar-style format. These events are an invigorating way for the medieval and early modern scholarly communities at the University of Toronto to converse, host international scholars in the field, and participate in ongoing research on the Renaissance and Reformation.
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