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Prior to his passing, Noel was the last surviving member of the original cohort of professors hired in the mid and later 1960s to staff the Department of Classics of the newly created Brock University. When I was hired in 1974, the department was in transition from one focusing solely on teaching to one where research and publication were valued as well. Noel was the Chair then who oversaw the growth and the maturing of the department.

A formal person, normally not one to engage in unnecessary small talk, he provided gravitas in what often was a casual academic environment in the then very small university. When Ontario’s long-reigning Progressive Conservative government came to realize in the later 1970s that the many regional universities it had created in the mid-1960s were very expensive undertakings, Brock and the others came under sustained financial attack. 

Inside our university, small departments such as Classics were seen as potentially expendable as ways of cutting costs. BIUs — “basic income units”, or body counts — was the watchword. Noel showed astute and steady leadership in both defending our low-enrolment upper-year Latin and Greek courses, and in encouraging the department to find ways of increasing our overall BIUs. 

The Greek and Roman mythology courses, the archaeology courses and having each member of the department teach at least one course in the evening helped us to attract regularly sufficient students to keep the internal wolves at bay. These efforts, as well as through our enthusiastic teaching of interesting courses, led to the steady growth of our Pass and Honours majors. Noel stood up within the University when it counted to block the seemingly unending threats to the department’s integrity.

As a committed scholar, Noel provided a strong model for the younger members of the department to emulate. Despite a major setback in not having a radically different type of Greek history book published, he turned the themes and the specific topics in it into important articles. His focus on what he labelled as a series of “false documents” (modern “fake news”) from the 5th and 4th centuries BC led him to construct a revisionist history of the politics of Athens. 

In addition to history, Noel was fascinated by Greek religion and mythology as well as in the origins and purposes of various Athenian cult practices and rituals. This led him to weighing on many thorny issues of Athenian topography. His erudition, mastery of the epigraphical and historical sources and attention to detail made his writings an intellectual treat to read. His many publications helped to put the department on the international scholarly map.

All in all, he was a loyal colleague and an interesting person. When discussing mutually interesting topics, he would become animated and jovial, often displaying a wicked, dry humour. With Laura, they kept alive the department’s early tradition of regular social gatherings of the professors and the students. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Department of Classics as it is constituted today owes a deep and sincere thanks to Noel Robertson’s untiring efforts during his tenure to lay a solid foundation for the sustainable study of Greek and Latin, Archaeology and Classical Studies at the undergraduate and the graduate levels.
