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Motion supporting Child Care

• Motion presented in August 2020 declaring child 
care essential to economic recovery
• Asked for a commitment from the Provincial 

Government to fund and make child care accessible
• Asked the Provincial Government to partner with 

the Federal Government in building a national 
strategy



Regional context 
• Niagara survey of business sector found that 745 

respondents reported a combined loss of $425.1 million
• Arts/Entertainment/Recreation & Accommodation/Food 

Services industries hit the hardest
• Increased costs due to PPE needs, modified work hours, 

altered sales/products and lower staffing requirements
• 1/3rd of businesses in Niagara stated they were at risk of 

closure – some permanently
• https://niagaracanada.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2020/06/COVID-2-Report_Final-Draft.pdf

The Economy: How bad is it?

https://niagaracanada.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2020/06/COVID-2-Report_Final-Draft.pdf


The Economy

National context
• Canadian economy 

contracted 38.7% in 
the second quarter

• Estimating $250 
billion dollar deficit 
this year



Pandemic threatens 
decades of progress in 
women’s labour force 
gains. For the first time 
since the mid-1980s, 
women’s participation 
in the labour force 
dropped to 55%
https://thoughtleadership.rbc.com/pa
ndemic-threatens-decades-of-womens-
labour-force-gains/

Gender Disparity and Economic Impact

https://thoughtleadership.rbc.com/pandemic-threatens-decades-of-womens-labour-force-gains/


• Women make up the majority of the 
workforce in sectors impacted by the 
lockdown
• Women have picked up the slack in 

the face of school and day care 
closures

Gender 
Disparity & 
Economic 
Impact



Women’s 
Employment 

Household 
Spending

Consumer 
Spending

The importance of Child Care
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• For every public dollar invested in licensed child 
care, there is a regional economic output of $2.27
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/atkinson/UserFiles/File/News/The_Economic_Value_of_Child_Care_Ja
nuary2012.pdf

• Child care output has been determined as one of 
the highest GDP multipliers and the highest 
employment multiplier of all major industries
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-010-x/00106/9000-eng.htm

Child Care 
as an 
Economic 
Policy

https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/atkinson/UserFiles/File/News/The_Economic_Value_of_Child_Care_January2012.pdf
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-010-x/00106/9000-eng.htm


“An expansion of the child care sector as it currently exists 
would result in a large short-term multiplier” to GDP.

http://www.ccsc-cssge.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/Projects-Pubs-Docs/2.8-WFS_LitSocioMain_Eng.pdf

Child Care as a Economic Policy

http://www.ccsc-cssge.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/Projects-Pubs-Docs/2.8-WFS_LitSocioMain_Eng.pdf


• Quebec model has shown that 
public spending can generated 
both fiscal and social windfalls: 
• Greater affordability 
• 85% participation of women in the 

workforce 
• maternal employment grew; 
• birth rates rose; 
• child- and family-poverty rates 

fell by more than half.

Quebec



• Publicly licensed model is focused on 
education as opposed to “child minding” 
• Has shown benefits to academic achievement, 

educational progression and attainment
• Incorporates for labour force standardization 

(trained in ECE)
• Early identification of development or 

behavioral issues & subsequent 
programming/support

Early Childhood Education



Policy Tools

Infrastructure 
Spending 

Child Care 

VS



• Public infrastructure investment
• Focus is on capital projects like 

roads, bridges, wastewater 
systems, highways and other public 
facilities. 
• Benefit to employment – primarily 

in the construction sector
• Can improve private sector 

performance (better roads & 
transportation networks)

Traditional Tools

Fiscal Policy 
Toolbox

Infrastructure 
Investments 



Addressing the Employment Gap

Industries with high 
instances of female 

employment impacted 
by the pandemic



Construction

Net positive result of 
3,100 jobs

Men % - 88.3%
Women % 11.7%



Child Care as an Economic Solution

• A unique response to a different type of recession

• Good return on investment, supported by research and data

• Directly addresses the gendered employment impact 

• Policy that better supports families

• Empowers household spending & consumer spending

• Better policy for child development (early learning model)



Registration now OPEN!

Emotional Intelligence Seminar
November 19-20, 2020 



Thank you for joining us. 
Join us next Wednesday for ”Big Data 

Analytics: Wisdom or Folly!” 
with Dr. S. Ejaz Ahmed 

Taking businesses, careers and ideas to the next level
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