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An overview for teacher candidates 
of Ontario Ministry of Education 
policies and initiatives to welcome 
and support English language 
learners in Ontario’s publicly funded 
schools.



The Ontario Context

Population of Canada: 37 million+
Population of Ontario: 14.2 million

• Statistics Canada projects that by 2036, 
31% of Canadians will use a mother 
tongue that is a language other than 
English or French. This is an increase of 
11% from the 2011 projection of 20%.



English Language 

Learner Policy

• Sets out policies and 
procedures for the 
development and 
implementation of 
programs and supports 
for English language 
learners in English 
language elementary 
and secondary schools 
in Ontario, from 
Kindergarten to Grade 
12.

• Guides and assists 
school boards in 
meeting the needs of 
English language 
learners.

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/esleldprograms/esleldprograms.pdf


The Vision of the 
English Language Learner

English language learners come with many assets and 
skills.  They will:

• learn English at the same time as they learn the Ontario 
curriculum;  

• see themselves in the learning environment;

• feel that their culture and language are valued;

• have confidence to express their opinion and know they have 
a voice; 

• meet high expectations when they are involved in setting 
goals;

• have opportunities to choose pathways that honour their 
strengths and interests. 



(Adapted from Culturally Responsive Pedagogy: 
Towards Equity and Inclusivity in Ontario Schools, Ontario 
Ministry of Education, 2013)

Creating Schoolwide and Classroom 
Conditions for Multilingual Learners

• Culturally responsive and relevant 
pedagogy (CRRP) describes teaching practices 
that recognize all students learn differently and that 
these differences may be connected to background, 
language, family structure and social or cultural identity.

• Student diversity is seen as an asset and in terms of a 
student's strengths.

• Diversity is viewed as presenting multiple 
opportunities for enhancing learning rather than as 
challenges and / or deficits of the student or community.



English Language Learners

Students in provincially funded English 
language schools:

whose first language is a language other 
than English,
or is a variety of English that is 
significantly different from the variety 
used for instruction in Ontario’s schools,
and who may require focused educational 
supports to assist them in attaining 
proficiency in English.



English Language Learners in Ontario

• Born in immigrant 
communities

• Born in communities 
that have maintained a 
distinct cultural and 
linguistic tradition

• First Nation, Inuit or 
Metis children whose 
first language is other 
than English

• Born in another country

• Arrived in Canada with 
their family as part of a 
planned immigration 
process

• Arrived in Canada as a 
result of war or another 
crisis and who may have 
left their homeland in 
extreme urgency

• International Visa students 
who are paying a fee to 
attend school in Ontario

The primary 
language spoken in 

the home is one 
other than English 
or is a variety of 

English that is 
significantly 

different from that 
taught in Ontario 

Schools



What is Home Language?

• Home language and/or first language refers to 
the language spoken at home between family 
members. Generally, this is the first language that 
children learn.

• For the purpose of this 
session, the terms 
are referring to languages 
other than English 
and French, the languages 
of instruction in Ontario 
schools.



Practical ideas may include:

● Conducting an interactive language survey at the beginning of the 
year to learn firsthand about the linguistic diversity in your 
classroom – and to give students opportunities for early 
conversations;

● Partnering with families and the community to find ways to 
incorporate, leverage and learn about the languages spoken and 
understood by students in your classroom;

● Embedding opportunities for students to reflect on their language 
learning using metacognitive tasks whereby students are 
encouraged to find connections, similarities and/or differences in 
their use of first language to the language of instruction; and asking,

● Are Indigenous students in your classroom 
learning languages outside of your classroom? Which languages are 
they learning? Where are these languages spoken?

Learning About the Linguistic
Diversity in the Classroom



• English as a Second Language (ESL) programs
• English Literacy Development (ELD) programs

Examples:
• Cluster programs/classes
• Support within the mainstream classroom
• Provide core programs (taught by content-area 

teachers who also hold Teaching English Language 
Learners qualifications)

• Offer secondary courses in subject areas tailored for 
English language learners



English as a Second Language (ESL)
English Literacy Development (ELD) 

Distinguishes the students from the programs 
that support their English language 

acquisition.

English as a 
Second Language 

Program

English Literacy 
Development 

Program



English as a Second 
Language (ESL)

English Literacy 

Development (ELD)
Students who are born in 
Canada or newcomers.

Students who are newcomers.

Students whose first language is 
other than English or is a variety 
of English significantly different 
from that used for instruction.

Students whose first language is 
other than English or is a variety of 
English significantly different from 
that used for instruction.

Students have had the 
educational opportunity to 
develop age-appropriate first 
language literacy skills.

Students may have had limited 
opportunities to develop language 
and literacy skills in any language 
and students may have had limited 
access to formal education.



Secondary Courses
At the secondary level, English 
language learners may also need 
to take English as a second 
language (ESL) and/or English 
literacy development (ELD) 
courses. 

A student entering the Ontario 
secondary school system at any 
grade level may be given credit 
for a maximum of 3 ESL/ELD 
credits towards the 4 compulsory 
English credits required for 
graduation. The remaining 
compulsory English credit(s) will 
be earned at the Grade 12 level. 



Curriculum K - 12



• Knowing the learner

• Building on strengths

• Adapting program 

based on ongoing 

assessment

Determining 
Starting Points
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Key differences between everyday language 
and academic language

Everyday language proficiency includes: Academic language proficiency includes:

- the ability to maintain a face-to-face 
conversation with peers and with a variety of 
school personnel in various settings, inside 
and outside the classroom

- the ability to understand when there is less 
opportunity for interaction (e.g., when listening 
to a presentation or reading a textbook)

- the ability to talk, read, or write about 
familiar content or about what is happening 
here and now

- the ability to talk, read, and write about 
content that has fewer connections to prior 
learning or personal experience, is more 
abstract, and is more distant in space or time 
(e.g., learning about the water cycle, studying 
the earth’s crust, or learning about Canada’s 
provinces)

- knowledge about basic vocabulary/high 
frequency words such as old, food, tired, cars, 
or trucks

- knowledge of more sophisticated, low 
frequency vocabulary such as ancient, nutrition, 
fatigued, or vehicles

- the ability to use simple sentences and the 
active voice such as: We heated the water 
until it boiled. We used a thermometer to 
measure the temperature

- the ability to use more complex sentences and 
grammatical structures such as: When the water 
was heated to the boiling point, a thermometer 
was used to measure the temperature



It is essential for all educators to understand 
the distinction between modifications and 
accommodations as well as the importance of 
providing either or both, as needed, to 
English language learners. These measures 
contribute to fairness and social justice for 
many students in an increasingly multicultural 
environment. 

Growing Success, p. 77 (2010

English Language Learners 

Supported through Program 
Adaptations

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/growsuccess.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/GSKindergartenAddendum2018.pdf


Adaptations

Determine 
student’s language 
proficiency using 
the STEP oral, 
reading and writing 
continua for the 
grade cluster

Adapt program  
where needed 
based on 
language 
proficiency

Evaluate based on:
• modified 

expectations, or
• grade 

expectations

Accommodations

Strategies used to help student 
meet the course expectations:
•Assessment strategies
• Instructional strategies
• Learning resources

Modifications

Adjustments to expectations 
and/or performance criteria
(for beginning English language 
learners)



Steps to English Proficiency (STEP)
A resource to support ongoing classroom 
assessment

• Steps to English Proficiency (STEP) – is a framework 
consisting of initial and ongoing continua for assessing 
and monitoring English language learners’ language 
acquisition and literacy development across the 
Ontario curriculum.

• This assessment framework is used by classroom and 
ESL/ELD teachers to address individual student 
learning needs from kindergarten to grade 12.



● Steps to 

English 

Proficiency

(STEP)



Designing the Learning Environment

Consider designing the physical and social environment of 
the classroom through:

• abundant opportunities for classroom talk /dialogue 
including the use of home languages;

• spaces for inquiry and creativity;
• variety of groupings (heterogeneous, 

homogeneous, pairings, independent spaces);
• fostering and modelling metacognition; and
• authentic, multilingual texts/resources where students 

and families see themselves reflected.
(Adapted from The Third Teacher, Ontario Ministry of Education, 2012)



Differentiating Instruction

Teachers can differentiate instruction by adapting the 
language environment in the classroom by:

• providing a variety of texts and formats of text (e.g., dual 
language, authentic, wordless picture books);

• using oral language strategies, talk moves and wait time to 
support thinking and learning;

• engaging in open and parallel tasks which allow for 
multiple entry points in the learning;

• planning with graphic organizers to support learners in 
their writing;

• strategically using the first language to support learners to 
make sense of new learning; and

• co-creating word walls that are multilingual and graphic.



• Educators use an asset 
approach

• Culturally responsive practices
• Home languages are a 

resource to be leveraged
• English language learners 

bring a multilingual advantage 
to Ontario schools

Keys to Success 



• Commitment to success of 
every student

• English language learners 
learn English as they 
learn the curriculum

• Supporting English language 
learners is a shared 
responsibility

• Age appropriate placement

Keys to Success 



Ministry Resources

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/manyroots/schooling.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/esleldprograms/esleldprograms.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/esleldprograms/guide.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/kindergarten/
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/manyroots/manyroots.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/amenagement/welcoming.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/CBS_ResponsivePedagogy.pdf


Ministry Resources

Steps to English Proficiency (STEP)

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/CBS_LiteracyDevelop.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/cbs_refugees.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/cbs_cbell.pdf
https://www.teachontario.ca/docs/DOC-11435


Thank You.


