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CALL FOR PROPOSALS  

7th International Conference on Narrative Inquiry in Music Education (NIME7) 

 

 

Focusing on the theme of Trauma, Resilience, and (Re)Engagement in Music Education, we are 

delighted to invite scholars of music, arts, and education fields to participate in the 7th International 

Conference on Narrative Inquiry in Music Education (NIME7), to be held October 15–17, 2020, in 

the Niagara Region of Ontario, Canada, at Brock University, St. Catharines. This conference will be  

co-hosted by Brock University, Faculty of Education, and the University of Toronto, Faculty of Music.  

 

There is an urgency to academically and artistically confront the traumatic violence in a world where 

bigotry, racial supremacy, gender(ed) violence, neo-fascism, and nativism have become a normative 

discourse. As conference co-chairs (Dr. Shelley Griffin & Dr. Nasim Niknafs), we felt it necessary, and 

even imperative, to continue the conversation already begun by music education scholars (e.g., Bradley, 

in press; Hess & Bradley, under review) to address the ways in which music, education, and the arts 

provide a platform for resilience (Dolloff, 2019) and (re)engagement with these vital topics. In addition, 

it is of utmost necessity to attend to the impact of the climate crisis and economic instability created by 

large conglomerates. Building upon the significant NIME body of literature established by Barrett and 

Stauffer (2009; 2012), NIME7 follows these theoretical and methodological underpinnings by delving 

into the physical, psychological, philosophical, sociological, and political aspects, as they relate to the 

reciprocal influences of trauma on musical practices and education.  

 

We are pleased to share that Professors Joshua D. Pilzer, University of Toronto 

(https://music.utoronto.ca/mob-our-people.php?fid=39), and Darlene Ciuffetelli Parker, Brock 

University (https://brocku.ca/education/faculty-and-staff/dr-darlene-ciuffetelli-parker/) accepted to be 

our Keynote Speakers. 

 

Submission Guidelines - Deadline: March 15, 2020 

 

Considering narrative inquiry as both phenomenon and method, and a holistic approach to engaging 

with storying and restorying, we invite scholars to contemplate ways to represent narrative scholarship 

beyond the printed page, such as music, film, photography, and performative pieces. 

 

• Word format submissions should include two parts: 1) cover-page information with name, 

contact information, email address, and a 250-word professional bio; 2) abstract of maximum 

800 words (excluding references), indicating a preference for one of the following three modes 

of presentation: 

o Paper Session: Paper presentation of 25 minutes, followed by chaired discussion.  
o Panel Session: Three related papers by different authors addressing a single topic or 

theme scheduled in one 90-minute session and hosted by a chair. 

o Narrative Gallery: A forum for dialogue about ongoing inquiry or works-in-progress. 

Conference participants are asked to interact with gallery presenters during the forum. 
 

Note: Graduate students are highly encouraged to submit their completed or works-in-progress 

in any of the three modes listed above.    
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• Label the submission file as Last Name(s) NIME7 Mode of Presentation Proposal 
(e.g., Griffin NIME7 Panel Session Proposal or Niknafs NIME7 Narrative Gallery Proposal). 

• Submissions should be emailed by March 15, 2020 to the NIME7 email address 

(NIME7@brocku.ca). Submissions will be reviewed by the NIME7 Conference Submission 

Review Committee comprised of international scholars in narrative inquiry, music, the arts, and 

education. 
• Criteria for acceptance include scholarly use of narrative inquiry as both phenomenon and 

method, clear theoretical framework, and rigorous narrative analysis related to the theme of the 

conference. 

 

Note:  

o If accepted, utmost care and attention will be provided to those experiencing challenges 

due to Canadian Visa access, physical abilities, or special circumstances so as to 

facilitate their participation.  

o With the dire need to avoid unnecessary flight travel and associated carbon emissions, 

we will hold a general meeting at the conference to encourage discourse on the potential 

solutions and reimagined ways of conference participation for addressing the climate 

emergency, while simultaneously keeping the music education community alive. 

 

• Conference presenters will be notified by May 1, 2020. Conference registration and further 

information on the conference may be obtained from the conference website found at 

https://brocku.ca/education/nime7/ 
• Papers related to NIME7 may be considered for publication in Liora Bresler’s (Series Editor) 

Springer book series entitled, Landscapes: The Arts, Aesthetics, and Education. Chapter 

proposals of 4000–6000 words (including abstract and references) should be submitted 

electronically to NIME7@brocku.ca by December 31, 2020.   

 

As conference Co-Chairs, we are looking forward to your interest in NIME7 and receiving your 

proposal submissions. Please feel free to share this information with colleagues. 

 

Dr. Shelley Griffin                        Dr. Nasim Niknafs 

Associate Professor of Music Education                 Assistant Professor of Music Education 

Faculty of Education, Brock University          Faculty of Music, University of Toronto 

Email: sgriffin@brocku.ca                               Email: nasim.niknafs@utoronto.ca 
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