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Teaching & Learning Innovation Grant – Experiential Education Stream Application

EDUC 3P96 - Advance Community-Based internship

Grant Project Title *Required
EDUC 3P96: Advanced Community-based Internship for English Language Facilitators

Brief Description *Required
Provide a brief description of the experiential education component development/redesign for which you are requesting funds (400 character limit). If the application is approved, this description will appear on the CPI website and may appear in other Brock publications.

This course has been redesigned to include background preparation for the undergraduate student to assume the role of an English Language Facilitator. The active experiential component will include an online internship to engage and support non-native English Speakers in conversations regarding the expectations of higher education in a Canadian context. This will strive to increase their vocabulary, skills and confidence prior to their arrival to study in Canada. 

Full Description *Required
Provide a DETAILED DESCRIPTION of the experiential education component development/redesign and an OUTLINE OF WHY YOU ARE REQUESTING FUNDING through a Teaching & Learning Innovation Grant. Provide a clear RATIONALE for this experiential education component and outline the GOALS of the experiential education component including learning outcomes for students and community impact if applicable. The description should clearly articulate what impact the addition/redesign of the experiential education component will have on student learning, and if applicable the community.

Detailed Description of Experiential Education Component:
This proposal is to redesign and offer a dormant course, EDUC 3P96 (Advanced Community-based Internship). This undergraduate course in the Faculty of Education will be open to concurrent education students who are seeking valuable hands on experience providing instruction in a small group setting. The reinstatement of this course is a collaboration among Tiffany Gallagher, Director Brock Learning Lab, Camille Rutherford, Vice-Provost, Strategic Partnerships & International and Mary-Louise Vanderlee, Chair Department of Educational Studies. The TLI Grant will employ a masters and a doctoral graduate students to assist with the redesign. They both have extensive experience in tutoring, supplemental education and ESL instruction. 
The 36 hour course will include 24 hours of face-to-face and online content in a blended delivery and 12 hours of an internship experience facilitating conversations with incoming ESL students. The content of the course will cover the following topics: getting to know the learner; principles of andragogy; English language tests (TOEFL/IELTS); technology for online facilitation; conversation skills; questioning techniques; intercultural communication; listening skills. The internship experience will be online, synchronous facilitations of conversations with incoming ESL students that will prepare these non-native English Speakers for the Canadian post-secondary context. As an English Language Facilitator, the student in EDUC 3P96, will conduct a weekly session comprised of online asynchronous and synchronous activities that mimic the iELTS and TOEFL speaking tests. These sessions will include topics that are designed to support academic success and provide ESL students with a structured opportunity to improve their speaking skill and confidence.
Reason for Requesting Funds:
The TLI Grant is being requested to develop the course syllabus, course content (face-to-face; blended modules), assessments and evaluation tools, and for collaborations between the potential instructor, graduate student assistants and office of the Vice-Provost, Strategic Partnerships & International.
Rationale for Experiential Education Component:
The experiential education component is necessary to provide the undergraduate students taking this course to apply their learning about lesson planning and delivery of conversation facilitation. During their 12 hours of internship, they will have an authentic opportunity to engage with incoming ESL students while being mentored by an experienced instructor. The feedback that they will receive during the internship will provide them with prompts to continue to enhance their practice.      
Goals for the Experiential Component and Learning Outcomes:
The experiential component will be an internship of 12 hours of online facilitated conversations. As noted, the goal is to provide a context for the undergraduate students to apply what they have learned about the characteristics and needs of the ESL learner and how to facilitate their oral communication through online conversations. The learning outcomes are as follows. 
By the end of this course students will be able to: 
·   	facilitate effective lesson planning and delivery of conversation facilitation when working with an international student
·   	integrate theory, skills, and knowledge into instructional practice in a reflective manner
·   	deliver content regarding how to engage non-native English Speakers in conversations
·   	support non-native English speakers with expectations of higher education in a Canadian context to increase skills and confidence
     ·  provide an online internship to engage incoming ISP students in casual conversations to prepare them for success in the MEd program prior to their arrival in Canada

Impact of the Experiential Education Component on Student Learning and the Community: 
The experiential education component holds the potential to benefit the undergraduate student (who will be the English Language Facilitator), the ESL recipients of the facilitations and the Faculty of Education as well as other units at Brock who have incoming ESL international students. The undergraduate students taking the course will integrate theory, skills, and knowledge into instructional practice in a reflective manner while facilitating the online conversations with the incoming ESL students. The ESL student recipients of the facilitations will benefit from the immersion in an English speaking environment prior to attending courses at Brock University. They have identified that they need exposure to speaking English in the North American classroom. The Faculty of Education and other units at Brock have a large number of international students that require such oral communication supports to be successful at the undergraduate and graduate levels and this opportunity will provide some exposure to the English language and the Canadian post-secondary context. 
Reflective Assessment *Required
Provide a DETAILED DESCRIPTION of how students' learning through the experiential education component will be assessed through a GRADED REFLECTION-BASED ASSESSMENT, including the weight of the assessment toward students' final grade in the course(s). For more information about reflective practice and assessment visit the Faculty Guidebook on Experiential Education: https://brocku.ca/ccee/experiential-education/faculty-guidebook/

Reflection-based Assessment:
Weekly reflections will be required during the course to synthesize learning. These will be documented on SAKAI and shared among all students taking the course. Peer comments on these reflections will be required. One assignment during the course is to do a microteaching/mock facilitation (in preparation for the Internship) with a peer. Peer and instructor feedback will be given to enhance the facilitator’s reflection on the microteaching/mock exercise. This will be done twice during the course prior to the actual Internship. During the Internship, weekly lesson plans will be required and after the facilitation is complete there will be a required reflection on the lesson plan online facilitation. 

Additional Sources of Funding
Outline any additional sources of funding that have been requested/secured for the development/redesign of this experiential education component. Additional rows can be added using the + button at the end of each row.
	Funding Source
	Expense(s) Description
	Amount ($)
	Has this funding been secured? (yes/no)


Office of Vice-Provost, Strategic Partnerships & International    Course Development $4000   yes
Sustainability Plan *Required
Describe how the experiential component you intend to develop/redesign with the funding will be sustained. Address FINANCIAL sustainability, INSTRUCTIONAL sustainability, and if applicable how relationships with COMMUNITY-PARTNER(S) will be sustained for future offerings of the course.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Financial Sustainability:
This course will be financially sustainable as the typical course delivery requirements will be met (e.g., minimal number of students registered in the course). Funds to offer the course will flow through the typical channels.  
:
Instructional Sustainability
This course will be sustainable given the large number of concurrent education students that are in need of undergraduate electives that are flexible and offer authentic experiences. 
Community Partnership Sustainability:
This internship offering of this course can be made widely available to other academic units at Brock that have a large number of entering non-native English students. This would build internal partnerships between academic units and provide incoming ESL students with support for their needs. 
       
