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Future Black Leaders Conference
Brock University - March 29th, 2024

Call for Proposals

The goal of Future Black Leaders (FBL) is to empower and celebrate Black secondary students as they navigate their academic journey, with a focus on the role of mentorship in Black student success. With this academic conference the aim is to connect Black secondary students to theory and action around the themes of the Bese Saka: Affluence, Power, Abundance, and Unity, in recognition that belonging and mutuality are underlying forces that drive a sense of community. The culminating FBL Conference will play a critical role in allowing Black students at Brock University to demonstrate and transfer their knowledge, and to enhance their professional networks as emerging scholars. 

This conference also aims to advance the principles of the Scarborough Charter: Black Flourishing, Inclusive Excellence, Mutuality, and Accountability, with a focus on forging connections between students, staff, and the wider community. During the planning and execution of the FBL conference we hope that students, faculty, and staff can engage in critical dialogue around these principles and leave with intentional practices surrounding the Scarborough Charter initiatives. In centering the voices of Black scholars, through panels, presentations, and workshops which include the unique experiences and work of current Brock students as well as mentors and mentees, we aim to critically engage and mobilize knowledge for generations to come.  

Conference Themes

Affluence: Amplifying positive community in our studies and research. Examples include: Building connections and community on campus and in research.

Unity: Redressing anti-Blackness through Black flourishing. Examples include: The role of intersectional identities in knowledge creation and mobilization. Sharing your graduate or post-graduate research studies.

Power: Increasing knowledge for future scholars and developing critical skills for leadership and scholarship. Examples include: Undergraduate research studies and knowledge sharing around undergraduate leadership, and research application/undertaking. 

Abundance: Black student-driven persistence. Examples include: Knowledge sharing around advocacy, resilience, and the Black student experience. 




Proposal Submissions

We welcome proposal submission in the following formats:

1. Research poster which displays undergraduate or graduate scholarship.
2. Presentation and knowledge sharing on research or paper (30 minutes). 
3. Workshop or activity which is knowledge mobilization focused (45 minutes). 
4. A panel talk with 2-4 speakers and audience Q&A (10-15 minutes/speaker). 

Proposals are due Friday February 7th at 11:59pm, by email to bssc@brocku.ca.  Please email as a PDF document.
If you have any question or concerns, please email bssc@brocku.ca.


Proposal Template


Name(s) of presenter(s):

Please highlight the type of presentation/format:

· Poster
· Presentation
· Panel
· Workshop

Title: 


Please highlight the conference theme(s) most relevant:

· Affluence
· Unity
· Power
· Abundance

Abstract/description of your proposed activity (max 250-300 words): 
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