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University Preparation Program (UPP) 
Youth University has designed a two-week, tuition-free 
summer experience for students who may experience barriers 
to pursuing post-secondary education. The UPP program 
intervenes during the critical high school years when young 
people have to make important choices that will impact 
their future. This experience provided participants with the 
opportunity to build relationships with university student 
mentors, become comfortable with the culture and ways of 
post-secondary, and get a sense of what their future might 
look like at university. This program is still active.

http://www.brocku.ca/brock-news/?p=34245

Post-Secondary Website for Niagara’s Middle School Youth 
Youth University is aiming to help break the cycle of low PSE 
attendance in Niagara with the launch of 2 new initiatives 
targeted at elementary youth. The initiatives will provide youth 
and families with the tools and transferable skills to make 
informed choices about their life after high school.  A video 
series was designed to help elementary youth think about PSE. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HG2ZOdeEGWw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5b6i7DM-O2s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7t3IscfMcaQ

A website was also created to help Niagara youth find their 
path to PSE http://findyourpath.ca

Policy Brief on Barriers to Post Secondary in Niagara 
Barriers to Post-Secondary Education: Perspectives from 
Niagara, was released March 4 by the Niagara Community 
Observatory & Director Kate Cassidy, PhD. The brief examines 
barriers to post-secondary education that Niagarans involved 
in the study say make post-secondary less accessible for them. 

http://www.brocku.ca/brock-news/?p=32696

https://www.brocku.ca/niagara-community-observatory

Brock University United Way Campaign Committee Program 
Manager Michelle Leone joined the Brock University United 
Way Campaign Committee as committee secretary this June. 
She has been involved with the United Way for the past five 
years, first serving on the community investment panel for St. 
Catharines and District, and most recently for South Niagara. 

http://www.brocku.ca/brock-news/?p=34601

Transferable Skills Workshops 
Key transferable skills are increasingly being recognized as 
essential for life in this new era of rapid economic, social, and 
technological transformation. Kate Cassidy, PhD has been 
working on developing a conceptual framework that will 
help students to better understand the changing nature of 
education for the 21st century, and the need for transferable 
skills development. Workshops have been offered to the 
Department of Communication, Popular Culture, and Film, 
The Faculty of Graduate Studies, and at the Congress of the 
Humanities and Social Sciences held at Brock in 2014.

http://vitae.brockubeta.ca/shift-2015-schedule-workshop-
descriptors/

http://congress2014.ca/program/events/skinny-soft-skills

The Priority Neighbourhood Access Initiative 
The research-based Neighbourhood Access Initiative was 
designed to support community development and build the 
number of youth who go on to attend university or college. 
Youth University student volunteers mentored youth from 
Grades 6 to 10 at Fort Erie’s Peace Bridge Public School 
and Fort Erie Secondary School. The mentoring occurred in 
conjunction with a program designed to raise awareness about 
post-secondary education (PSE) options, support readiness, 
and assist with financial literacy. The initiative was supported 
by grants from the United Way of Niagara Falls and Greater 
Fort Erie and the Niagara Prosperity Initiative. 

http://www.brocku.ca/brock-news/?p=25946

http://www.brocku.ca/brock-news/?p=19984

http://www.brocku.ca/brock-news/?p=12584
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Your Future Program 
This 90 minute in school outreach program was designed 
to provide middle school students with a glimpse into their 
future. Youth University student volunteers work with youth in 
grades 5-8 to begin thinking about how their interests might 
connect to careers and the post-secondary pathways that 
could take them there. Youth University student volunteers 
share their own stories of how early interests brought them 
to post- secondary education and where they hope to go. This 
program is no longer supported through a grant but is still 
active at a small fee.

Conversation Café 
The conversation Café was designed to bring people of all 
backgrounds together to talk about issues that concern us 
all in this time of global change. Conversation Cafes are 
public conversations hosted in local cafes, schools, museums, 
and senior residences. Conversations begin with a short 
guest presentation to frame the issue, and are then led by 
a moderator who guides participation. This program is still 
active.

http://www.brocku.ca/brock-news/?p=12625

Days of Learning 
This social media initiative was designed to raise awareness of 
the various learning opportunities that exist every day around 
us in Niagara. Every day we highlight an upcoming low cost 
activity, workshop, resource, or event to encourage lifelong 
learning. This program is still active.

https://www.facebook.com/BrockCommunityLearning

PSE 101: Community Development 
This six-week program was aimed at motivated adults who 
have been unable to experience post-secondary education. The 
goal was to create a welcoming, accessible, and informative 
introduction to the world of post-secondary learning 
that would serve as a springboard to further community 
involvement or education. The funding was provided through a 
$10,000 grant from Accenture. 

http://www.brocku.ca/brock-news/?p=26920

A Youth University Bursary  
To support access to post-secondary education, Youth 
University created a $300 entrance bursary to be awarded 
annually to a first-year Brock University student who has 
participated in Youth University programs and who qualifies to 
receive financial assistance. This program is still active.

Click here to find our bursary on the Student Awards and 
Financial Aid page.

Presentation at World Congress on Access to PSE 
Director Kate Cassidy, PhD presented the paper, 
Reconstructing education for an inclusive global community, 
at The World Congress on Access to Post-Secondary Education 
on October, 2013 in Montreal, Quebec. Over 400 delegates 
attended the Congress which was the first in a series to be held 
in various countries across the globe. 

Teen Esteem 
Youth University has supported the Business Education 
Council’s unique, school-based program, called ‘Teen Esteem’. 
The Teen Esteem program offered a series of school-based 
lunch sessions to teens in grades 6-8; a time when their self-
esteem is most vulnerable. The 4 sessions culminated with 
an event held at Brock University where students took part in 
hands-on career-based activities and had the opportunity to 
ask questions about education and career possibilities.

http://www.brocku.ca/brock-news/?p=3820
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