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24 DAY NEW ZEALAND TOUR – FEBRUARY 2010

Commencing Dunedin –Friday, 19th February 2010

Concluding Auckland – Wednesday, 14th March 2010
Kirra Quote ref: sp279
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DAY 1:
DUNEDIN / BLUFF / STEWART ISLAND / INVERCARGILL (B)

19 FEB 10
An early departure this morning takes you south through rich farmlands and the towns of Milton and Balclutha to Invercargill. Continue south to Bluff where you will join the Stewart Island Ferry. The crossing takes an hour and comprehensive commentaries provide information on landmarks and wildlife that can be seen along the way. Upon arrival into Oban enjoy a leisurely cruise of Patersons Inlet which also includes a visit to Ulva Island, a predator free reserve with easy walks, sandy bays offering a chance to see rare and endangered birds in a wilderness setting, including the weak, the kaka, the tui and New Zealand’s smallest bird, the rifleman. Later return to Bluff o a 6.30pm ferry arriving at 7.30pm. You will be met by your Coach Captain and transferred the short distance to Invercargill and your accommodation for the night.

Overnight accommodation at the Ascot Park Motor Lodge.

DAY 2:
INVERCARGILL / TE ANAU (B)

20 FEB 10
Join your Coach for the journey north through Winton and follow the Oreti River into Lumsden. Visit moody Lake Manapouri before arriving at Lake Te Anau.  

Overnight accommodation is at the Fiordland Hotel.


DAY 3:
TE ANAU / MILFORD SOUND / QUEENSTOWN (B)

21 FEB 10
Follow the Eglinton and Hollyford Valleys, pass through the Homer Tunnel and descend into the Cleddau Canyon to reach majestic Milford Sound, dominated by Mitre Peak. A launch cruise takes you to the open sea and the Bowen and Stirling Falls. Return to Te Anau and on to Mossburn, then skirt the shores of Lake Wakatipu to reach Queenstown.

Overnight accommodation is at the Tanoa Aspen Hotel.

DAY 4:
QUEENSTOWN (B)

22 FEB 10
Today is a free day to enjoy the adventure capital of New Zealand! Jet boating, lake cruises, a day on the Routeburn Track, Lord of the Rings Tours, rafting and more shops, galleries and boutiques than you can count – enjoy. Your Coach Captain will be happy to assist with details.


Overnight accommodation is at the Tanoa Aspen Hotel.

DAY 5:
QUEENSTOWN / HAAST PASS / FOX GLACIER (B)

23 FEB 10
Pass picturesque Lake Hayes on to an area steeped in fascinating history relating to early settlement and the gold mining era to Lake Wanaka, a picture postcard resort on the lakes edge with a spectacular mountain backdrop. Pass Lake Hawea and the upper reaches of Lake Wanaka to Makarora into Mt. Aspiring and Westland National Parks. Drive north along the coast to the glacier region. Stop at the information centre for some free time to explore the township or take the optional guided walk to the glacier’s terminal face (own expense).



Overnight accommodation is at the Sunset Motel.

DAY 6:
FOX GLACIER / GREYMOUTH / CHRISTCHURCH (B)

24 FEB 10
An early walk to Lake Matheson this morning will provide the opportunity to see the sunrise over the mountains before a sumptuous breakfast at Café Matheson. Then on to Greymouth to a Greenstone (Jade) factory to see craftsmen cutting and polishing giant boulders to create fine jewellery. Cross the Otira Gorge and Arthurs Pass to the Canterbury Plains and into Christchurch.

Overnight accommodation is at the Pavilions Hotel.
DAY 7:
CHRISTCHURCH (B)

25 FEB 10
This morning visit the International Antarctic Centre with its incredible display from this frozen continent, its wildlife and scientific research. The rest of the day is at leisure. 

Overnight accommodation is at the Pavilions Hotel.

DAY 8:

CHRISTCHURCH (B)

26 FEB 10
Today is a free day in Christchurch. Why not board the Tourist Tram for a circuit of the city which showcases the Arts Centre, Worcester Boulevard, Christ’s College, Victoria Square, Cathedral Square and shopping precincts.  


Overnight accommodation is at the Pavilions Hotel.
DAY 9:

CHRISTCHURCH / NELSON (B)

27 FEB 10
Travel through Christchurch, across the Canterbury farmland to the Hundalee Ranges. Follow the Pacific coastline, with the Kaikoura mountains forming a rugged backdrop to the west, passing tiny settlements and Kaikoura, famous for whale-watching. Continue to Blenheim before skirting the Richmond Range to Nelson. There will be some free time this afternoon to explore Nelson at your leisure. Nelson is the city or arts, crafts and creativity and where the International Festival of Wearable Arts began. If time permits, why not visit the World of Wearable Art & Car Collection?


Overnight accommodation is at the Arthur Wakefield Motor Inn.

DAY 10:
NELSON (B)

28 FEB 10
Today enjoy a day trip to the Abel Tasman National Park. Travel by Coach to Kaiteriteri then board a comfortable launch to cruise along the parks coastline to Torrent Bay and walk to Bark Bay, crossing the swing bridge at Falls River. Experience spectacular coastal views and enjoy quiet fern-filled grottos. From Bark Bay by launch, retrace your journey arriving back into Nelson in time for dinner.

Overnight accommodation is at the Arthur Wakefield Motor Inn.

DAY 11:
NELSON / PICTON / WELLINGTON (B)

01 MAR 10

This morning head to Picton, nestled on the shores of the Marlborough Sounds, to board the Interislander Ferry. Sail through picturesque Queen Charlotte Sound, sheltered waterways, remote bays and isolated holiday homes. Across Cook Strait and into Wellington Harbour for spectacular views of New Zealand’s Capital City. A city tour will incorporate the summit of Mt. Victoria for panoramic views of the city and harbour, the Houses of Parliament and the distinctive “Beehive”, Wellington Cathedral, city centre and Oriental Bay. Also explore the city yourself. Your Coach Captain will be happy to assist.

Overnight accommodation is at the Bay Plaza Hotel.

DAY 12:
WELLINGTON (B)

02 MAR 10

Today is a free day to discover the sights and activities of Wellington at your leisure. Why not try a Maori Treasures Day Tour, or a Wild about Wellington Boutique Beer tasting tour? Your Coach Captain will be happy to assist with details. Take an extraordinary insight into New Zealand at Te Papa, the ‘Museum of New Zealand’, which highlights New Zealand’s rich arts, culture and natural history.

Overnight accommodation is at the Bay Plaza Hotel.

DAY 13:
WELLINGTON / HAWKES BAY / NAPIER (B)

03 MAR 10

Drive to Paekakariki with views of Kapiti Island and on a clear day, the South Island. Travel through the fruit and vegetable district of Horowhenua, the breathtaking Manawatu Gorge, the vast flat pastures of the Takapau Plains to the world famous wine area of the Hawkes Bay and Napier, claimed to be the world’s art deco capital. A brief city tour will encompass the Marine Parade and foreshore area plus many of the city’s art deco buildings.

Overnight accommodation is at the Tennyson Hotel.

DAY 14:
NAPIER (B)

04 MAR 10

This morning travel with Gannett Safaris to Cape Kidnappers, which boasts the largest and most accessible mainland gannet bird colony in the world. You will see these amazing birds nesting, preening, flying and performing the famous recognition ritual “Dance of the Gannets”. Travel in air-conditioned 4 wheel drive vehicles over the hill country of Cape Kidnappers Station, on the way viewing spectacular scenery and rugged coastline of the Cape. The afternoon is free to enjoy the sights and activities of Napier at your leisure.

Overnight accommodation is at the Tennyson Hotel.

DAY 15:
NAPIER / ROTORUA (B)

05 MAR 10

Depart the Hawkes Bay region and travel across the Central Plateau to Lake Taupo, the largest lake in New Zealand. Stop at the Huka Falls where the Waikato River pours through a narrow chasm and on to Wairakei where natural steam is harnessed to generate electricity. Skirt massive pine forests to reach Rotorua, centre of Maori culture.

Overnight accommodation is at the Sudima Hotel Lake Rotorua.

DAY 16:
ROTORUA (B,S)

06 MAR 10

A sightseeing tour visits Te Puia, the Maori Arts and Crafts Centre and Thermal Reserve with its boiling mud, silica terraces and Pohutu Geyser. Then take a ride on the spectacular Skyline Gondola for superb views over the city, lake and mountains and try a Luge ride with our compliments. There will be time this afternoon for optional activities. This evening enjoy a Maori hangi (meal) with traditionally prepared meats and vegetables plus conventional dishes and followed by a concert featuring Maori songs, chants and the stirring haka.

Overnight accommodation is at the Sudima Hotel Lake Rotorua.
DAY 17:
ROTORUA / WAITOMO / AUCKLAND (B)

07 MAR 10

Cross the Mamaku Ranges to the Waikato region, noted for dairy farming and world famous horse studs. At Waitomo, a guide will escort your group underground to the limestone caverns and glowworm grotto. On through Hamilton to Ngaruawahia, centre for the region’s Maori people, then alongside the Waikato River before crossing the Bombay Hills to reach New Zealand’s largest city – Auckland. A city tour will visit the summit of Skytower, at 328m the tallest building in the Southern Hemisphere for superb city and harbour views, the downtown area and Waterfront Drive.

Overnight accommodation is at The New President Hotel.

DAY 18:
AUCKLAND (B)

08 MAR 10

Today is free to enjoy the city of Auckland at your leisure. For the more adventurous, why not take part in the Auckland Harbour Bridge Climb described as the “ultimate high”. Your Coach Captain will be more than happy to assist with details. 

Overnight accommodation is at The New President Hotel.

DAY 19:
AUCKLAND / BAY OF ISLANDS (B)

09 MAR 10

Cross Auckland’s Harbour Bridge and drive north to Warkworth and other coastal communities to the city of Whangarei then Kawakawa to Paihia in the picturesque Bay of Islands. Enjoy a visit to New Zealand’s birthplace, Waitangi, where a local guide will show you around the famous Treaty House, the Maori Meeting House and giant war canoe all set in spectacular grounds overlooking the Bay as well as provide a comprehensive insight into the historical significance of the area. 

Overnight accommodation is at the Tanoa Paihia Hotel.

DAY 20:
BAY OF ISLANDS (B)

10 MAR 10

Today is a free day to explore your surroundings. Why not visit historic Russell, New Zealand’s first settlement, and visit its original Church, Mission House and Museum. Your Coach Captain will be happy to assist with details.

Overnight accommodation is at the Tanoa Paihia Hotel.

DAY 21:
CAPE REINGA DAY TOUR (B)

11 MAR 10

Today join Fullers for a journey to the top of the land – Cape Reinga – the meeting place of the oceans. This full day tour is packed with interest, a drive along the sands of Ninety Mile Beach, careful negotiation of Te Paki stream beneath gigantic sand dunes, ride the sand sledge if you dare, the lighthouse at Cape Reinga and lots of stops for sightseeing and photographs.

Overnight accommodation is at the Tanoa Paihia Hotel.

DAY 22:
BAY OF ISLANDS / AUCKLAND (B)

12 MAR 10
Free time this morning for you to take advantage of the many half-day activities available in the Bay of Islands. After lunch board your Coach for the journey south through Whangarei and Warkworth passing satellite tracking stations. Shortly Auckland city and Harbour come into view.

Overnight accommodation is at The New President Hotel.

DAY 23:
AUCKLAND (B)

13 MAR 10

Today is a free day for last minute sightseeing and shopping in Auckland, and to prepare for your return to Canada (or your departure for other destinations) the following morning. 

Overnight accommodation is at The New President Hotel.

DAY 24:
DEPART AUCKLAND (B)

14 MAR 10

This morning you will be transferred to the Auckland International Airport in plenty of time to join your flight home.

PLEASE NOTE:

Attractions in bold print are included in your tour cost.

TOUR MEAL PLAN:
Dinner (D)
Breakfast (B)
Room Only (R)



              Specialty Dinner (S)

Travel Tips

Kirra Tours recommend that you re-confirm your return flight details directly with the airline at least one day prior to your scheduled flight.

Free call numbers

Qantas Airways

0800 808 767

Air New Zealand

0800 737 000

Singapore Airlines
0800 808 909

Malaysia Airlines
0800 777 747

Pacific Blue

0800 670 000

Jetstar


0800 800 995

Emirates

0508 364 728
Toll call numbers

Thai Airways

(09) 377 3886

Garuda Airlines

(09) 366 1862

For your departure tax, please do not forget to keep aside:-

· NZ$25 per person (12 years and above) from Christchurch.
· NZ$25 per person (12 years and above) and NZ$10 per person (2-11 years) from Wellington.

· All passengers departing on an international flight from Auckland Airport from 01 July 2008 should have paid for Auckland Departure Tax when paying for the ticket.  If your ticket was issued before this change was implemented your airline will take this payment from you or they will advise you where you can pay it.  It is NZ$25 per person (12 years and above).

KIRRA TOURS HEAD OFFICE PHONE NUMBERS FROM ANYWHERE IN NEW ZEALAND.
Freephone 0508 3675 4772 or (03) 355 0492
Luggage

In addition to your Kirra Tours travel bag, a limit of only one suitcase per person is allowed due to our luggage storage space on the coach.  Experience compels us to recommend smaller, lighter and therefore more manageable luggage rather than a large cumbersome piece.  Ideally your suitcase should not weigh more than 20 kg and recommended maximum suitcase dimensions is 75cm x 50cm x 30cm.  Guest laundry and ironing facilities are readily available throughout your tour.

Seating

Coach Captains on all tours maintain a daily seat rotation plan to ensure you get to know all your travelling companions and enjoy the scenery from a different vantage point.  Specific seat are not allocated or reserved.  The seat rotation plan is important for all tour members so your co-operation to ensure it works is both vital and much appreciated.  

The Ministry of Agriculture & Forestry (MAF) use the latest X-ray technology to detect concealed items in your luggage.  You MUST NOT bring into New Zealand any fruit (including dried), vegetables (including dried), fish & shellfish (includes fresh, cooked, dried & canned), meat products (includes fresh, cooked, dried & canned), dairy (includes milk based baby foods), egg products, plants, seeds, heatable wheat bags, plant products, nuts, herbs, spices, unpopped popcorn, animal products, noodles, rice, honey, straw packaging, flowers (fresh or dried), coral, ivory, snakeskin, whale bone, clam shells, turtle shells, items made of bamboo or cane or coconut or straw or wood, used animal equipment (grooming, saddles, bridles, birdcages, etc), outdoor camping & sports equipment that may be contaminated with soil.  Footwear, outdoor, sporting and agricultural equipment can all carry soil-borne diseases, seeds (which can introduce noxious weeds) and fungal spores.  Please clean all of these thoroughly before coming to New Zealand.  These items may be inspected on arrival and should be packed in an easily accessible place.  Many people are being fined a minimum of NZ$200 for things they don’t suspect would carry a fine.  Please declare anything you are not sure about.  For further information you can visit the website www.protectnz.org.nz

[image: image2.png]
- 1 -

