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Ontario's deadly sattler is s protected species
Johni Pover

LERGTH: Mediam ( 320 - 700 )
SURJECT: OUTDOORS

Most folks st=er clear of snakes, but the revarse dsn't necessarilv the cass
shien the ghos is on the other foot. The wrong foot. The ons serpents oot off
on in khe Garden of Hden.

While the majority of Ontario snakes are harmlass and aven heneficial to A
degese. ap inordinastely hiuh percenrtage of the population has serpent-
ghobla, loathing and even fzaring thosa reptilss.

Excepring s single speciss, such fears ars unfounded. The exception is the
Massgeatts rattler, the province's only venonious snake.

It's mpst common on the Bruce Peninsuls, dround Georgian Bay and for some
miles Enland. Lake S5t. Clair and Lake Eri= alseo svs listed as rattlesnake
territory.

The Massasauga has dull gray and brown coloration snd. as snakes 2o, 2
stocky physique, rarely stretching more than 30 inches in length.

Ir's a pic wiper, thus labeiled because of pits between sywe and nostrils
containing a sensory gland that can detect heszt and thus, 3 potential
victinm,

The fangs are hollow, liks hypodermic nesedles, and are folded zlong the
roof of the mouth when not in use. The venom is producsd By the selivary
glands,

A rattlesnake bite can be toxic to humans, although you can Count ths
number of relativaiy recent Ontario favalities un the fingers of one hand
and srill have a couple of spures.

Those who have been bitten and racovered, with or withopr medical
attention, is another mattar. '

Yet, despite the fact ths Magsasauga s 2 potential killer, it's protectéd
by law. If convicted &f harmine one, you could receive = hefty Fine and even
a jall terhn.

George Pinchin, a 77-vear-old resident of the Severn Bridge area, is one
who thinks this law is an ass.

He exclaims: *'lcg's sheer lumacy ro protect something that could be the
desth of you o your family! In ractlesnske country, man is the endahgered

speEslag. M

Pinchin di= biased, Bot with good reason, He d=arly cashed 'in his chips two
vears dio after balng birten n=ar his cottape, iccated hetween Parry Sound
snd Sudbury,
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ST was picking blusbarriss with wy grandson when & rattler nailed me on a
finger. No buzzing, no raktling, neo warning of any kind.

"'Howsver, the swelllnz and pzin were almost instantaneous. Up my hand and
arm, into my shoulder and neck, then down my chest.''

By thez time he rezached his cottage., Finchin was dizzy and nauseous. Liks so
‘many cchers #lonz that shere, Finchin can't drive thars from hesre. After
being umallle to raise @ watesr tsxl, a Sudbury Float plane service was
called.

About 90 minutes later the plane landed in Sudbury, where Pinchin was
transferreld to & waiting zmbulance and, to rthe sound of wailing siren, was
whigked off to the locsl hespital, one of 28 in rattlesnake land that
carries a supply of gntivenin serum.

ﬂﬁfﬂttunatgly} that didn't help Finchin, who explains: "' The correct dosage
of antivenin varies with individuais and is controlled ur repulatad by
pradnisome, ta which T am extremelv allergic.''

Biood transfusions are the option and befurs Plnchin was discharged 10 days
later, hs had receivad 60 pints.

Pinchin's advice to others: ‘'Clear away potenriz! lsirs in the vicimdty of
your cottaps, Vareh vhere you wvalk, and perhaps buy a pig or MOTIEOnSE.

"I woen't say I'd kill ‘em, because I can't afford the fine. Bur mavhe Id
bite 'em back.'r!

fohn Fower is a freelance outdoors writer/consultant and member of a nutdbear
of conssarvation organizations. including Ducks Unlimited, the dntario '
Federation of Anglers and Hunters and the Csnalian WildliFe Faderatian. His:
column nermally appesars Wednesday atd Saturdsy.
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