


on a government-funded,on a government-funded,
eight-year study to track theeight-year study to track the
rattlers’ progress before, dur-rattlers’ progress before, dur-
ing, and after the roadwork.ing, and after the roadwork.
“We can’t stop the building of“We can’t stop the building of
the highway, but I hope thethe highway, but I hope the
results of the study will edu-results of the study will edu-
cate planners in the future socate planners in the future so
they build roads that don’tthey build roads that don’t

fragment rattler habitat.”fragment rattler habitat.”
In the meantime,In the meantime,

- -- -  to minimize harmto minimize harm
to the snakes,to the snakes,.--_

building gestation sites on
both sides of the highway, so
that they won’t need to cross
the road. And he is spreading
word of the rattlers’ plight to
people such as Bruce Morden,
who has cottaged  on nearby
Salmon Lake since 1978 and
now lives there year-round.
Morden was disturbed last
summer to see more and
more squashed snakes on the
cottage road leading to his
place, so he urged the Salmon
Lake Ratepayers Association
to push Seguin Township for
two road signs at key junctions
to alert motorists and slow
them down. Association presi-
dent and cottager Richard
Garland took up the cause.
“We should do whatever we
can to protect the snakes.”

Garland approached another
rattler defender, Bob Johnson
of the Toronto Zoo’s depart-
ment of reptiles and amphib-
ians, who arranged for the zoo
to donate metal signs reading
“Please Brake for Snakes.” Gar-
land and Morden then talked
Seguin Township council and
association members into split-
ting the $400 cost of signposts,
concrete, and installation. This
May, in a roadside ceremony,
the 4’ x 4’ signs were installed
along the Salmon Lake road.
Now, says Morden, the rattlers
have “a fighting chance.”

-Amber  Nasrulla


