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Thc meeting lasted only seconds, in
fact, the encounter occurred with-
out the three campers even realiz-
ing it. Intent on visiting the beach, they

trooped on towards their des_tination,.
unaware they had just passed one of Geor-

gian Bay’'s most misunderstood inhabi-*
tants, the Eastern Massassauga Rat-

tlesnake. Coiled quietly in the shade of a’
small juniper, the snake had silently
allowed the interlopers to pass within
metres of its position, knowing that a
warning rattle would only have drawn
unwanted attention to itself.

Often dlscussed but rarely seen, the

DT\J\HHLS 5 Oonky venomous sSnake.

found throughout much of southwestern -

"Ontarion, today the largest remaining

populations occur on the Bruce Peninsula L
and the Eastern shore of Georgian Bay. In

1991 the Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada Designat-

ed the snake a threatened species, official- *

ly recognizing that human destruction of
both individuals and habitat has seriously
reduced the species’ abundance and distri-
bution. The Massasauga has achieved
similar recognition in the United States
where the snake is now consideredendan-
gered, threatened, or of ‘special concern’
in all 10 states in which it is found.

In Ontario, rattlesnake conservation

involved the coordinated efforts of a
group of dedicated National and Provin-
cial Park staff, educators, wildlife man-
agers and scientists. For example, as part
of a new research partnership between the
Ministry of Natural Resources and Car-
leton University, graduate student Chris
Parent is studying the effects of human
disturbance on Eastern Massasauga Rat-
tlesnakes in Killbear Provincial Park.

found in rclatwely undlslurbed areas,

lmp anted wn rmmature rauu ll’d.l'l‘\—

~ basis and establish their activity peri-
- ods, home range sizes, habitat use and pat-

This is an important conservation.
issue as the areas in which the snakes
can still be found are increasingly.-
used for outdoor recreational activi
ties such as camping, cottaging,
kinking and mountain-biking. As:
host to more than 200,000 visitors
each summer, Killbear Provincial @

‘Park .is an ideal location for this = k

study.

To determine whether differences
in activity patterns and habitat use
exist between snakes found in areas:
frequented by humans and those

mitters this spring. Each transmitter -
weighs about as much as two quar-

ters and emits a signal that allows
Chris to track the snakes on a daily

terns of movement. Since each transmit-

ter uses a different frequency, Chris tunes
in different snakes the same way you tune -

in radio stations! To determine informa-
tion on growth rates, population structure
and population size, rattlesnakes are also
caputred, measured, weighted and injuect-
ed with Passive Imegra:ed Transpondors

Transmitters let you tune m
snakes the wa ou tune in
radio sta

(PIT tags) for individual indentification.

Finally, free-ranging rattlesnakes are sub-
jected to standardized human approaches
and their responses carefully documented.
By comparing results from snakes found
in different ares of the park, Chris will be
able to determine whether snakes regular-

“Joal: McEwen, who handlés™haintenance and
Pauline and Doii' Marston, co-directars were on the dock when’ GBT flew in. The
camp, just north of Twelve Mile Bay expects 180 campers who will ‘use 82 canoes,

kayaks and sailboats to hava Jolly t:mes on ghe wamrs ot the Bay and on trips across
neiinem Ontario.

ly cxpo%ed to human activity alter thelr

. behavious in response to disturbance.
This research is supported by Carleton.
University, World Wildlife Fund Canada .

and Envirenment Canada’s Endangered
Species Recovery Fund and the Environ-
mental Youth Corps program. Results
will not only lead to improved manage-
ment practices that take into actount the

Of course, conserving the Massasauga
will also require the goodwill of the hun-

dreds of thousands of people who enjoy'

Georgian Bay every summer. For this rea-
son, Killbear Provincial Park is holding a
special presentation on the Eastern Mas-
sasauga Rattlesnake for homeowners, cot-
tagers and other outdoor recreation enthu-

&

smsts, begmnin'g at 2:00 pm on Friday,
July 28, 1995. Participants will learn
about the basic biology of the snake and
special attention will be paid to issues

‘concerning coexistence, including how to

deal with snakes found on your property.
Safe handling techniques will be demon-
strated and audience questions and partici-

“pation will be encouraged.

increasing human activity in the spake’s:..

¢. remaining range, but also contribute to the
* formation of a management strategy for:
 the species in Killbear Provincial Park.

If you'd like to know how you can con-
tribute to the conservation of the Eastern
Massasauga Rattlesnake but are unable to
visit Killbear Provincial Park, the Metro
Toronto Zoo, Bruce Peninsula National
Park, Georgian Bay Islands National Park
and Science North also provide a variety
of educational opportunities. By working
together we can ensure that this species
remains a fascinating part of the natural
wonders of Georgian Bay.



