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Snake, rattle and roll

Massasauga rattlesnakes in Wamﬂeet Bog subject of study

By WAYNE CREIGHTON

Tr pura, 67
PORT COLRORME

W-!nle most people tend to shy
argy fromn rapbemakes, about
40 people filled the 1lumhar
stope Communty Ceier Wednesday
ndght te leam: moce abput the Famem
Massasiuga rathesnakie and the Wan-
ﬂe-et Eug,

ting ¢ the worksbop were
mdu,n;lsl, Anne Yagi [tom the Mnidiry
of Manural Hesouroes, Niagara Merdnsu-
la Conservation Authonby ecalogest
Kim Frobdud and sermamves frims
e Toromu Foo who brought along
Levis — a lhve Eastern Massaspugn ral-
tler captuced seoven peart ago near
[secrglan Bay,
Yagd nuthned recent ettorts by the
BARTE wo siudy the Eastern 2
mittleanake L|'laTkJn the wanllect
Bog. With of saveral velue-
tears last sanTer, Iir B0 K was able 1o
h.tenufy five adult hhm%m
lanred  telen
udp them, which aJ]m'red the MMNE,
w mmlimrrhl:srmke 3 moveTeats and
determime hibernarion as woll as gest-
oon areas in and ocar the bag,
‘The Bastemi Maseasnipa raitbesnake
i the oty e WENGDOWS sSIake
in Drnum&ndain:c 1950 has been
crmsidered ar od spaxties. The

largest remaiming popiilatlons covar il

-
-~

wy

Lrwis, 2 Exstern Massazaugs ealtier, is
part of 3n endingers Specics, ISTAE FHITG

the Bruce Penlnsula and Georglan Bi:j.'
areas U can also he found in smaller
pumhber on the (Jiﬂmsy Praide in
southweserm Omtano and i the Wan-
fleet bog,

“[he stusdy was very mucoessful and
helped us detenmine 4 lon abaur the
Massasqupy ratilesnake and ils envi-

fonment in the Woinflew Do said

1n 1597 most of the Wandlert bag
wan F'M.ﬂ:f'liﬂ:d bry thee Biagara Penarigo-
k Comservatlon Authordty. the Criacio
Ministry of 1the Manjea) Resauices and
the Nature Comservancy of Carida
and Yroblich spoke Tucsday abow
Eubhx_ Linds congrofled 1w the NPCA
W as Lhe Wamflevt B Congervi-

tiom Larsds,

“The gual for the macagement af

the 15 to provide a healthier, suare

bog stz Tor the randesnakes as
wiell as Lhe other creatures Wang b the
buog." said Frahlich.

“We call it an ecosysiem approach
and hascalty what kg entails 12 kaen-
ing the water on the stte aml nepaab-

ing, scor: 1w o plants such as du
sphagnum moss :

e will conmmue so monilor the -
uation especially how well the cat -
temnakes and turtles are doing. The
healthdery thelr iom s than the
hz:a]lh.iefthe'bclgu and the mose s
ﬂ-usfur. we are!

Mintstey of Natural Resounss

H‘l‘m near the bug who

syspects vé seen 4 hasers

Faseasauga ‘I'H‘I.'I']ﬂ'lﬂ]-u: 1o pecopd e

date, tlmt specific Ipcatlon and halwitar

and ml] the Herp Hetline al [54)5) 562
117E.
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